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M. William Shake-fpeare 

HIS 

Hiftoiy,ofKingLear4- 

SnterKent^ClocefieryanA BaUard, 

Kent, 

more affe(9:ed the Duke of 
t/ilbeney^tt\Cornewall, 

Glofi.lx. did alwaies fcemc fo tqys, but now in 
the diuifion of the Kingdomes, it appcarcs not 
which ofthe Dukes he values moft, for equalities 
ate fo weighedjthat curiofity iri neither; can make choife of ci- 
thers moy tie. 

Is not this your fonne,my Lord ? 

6/(?/f.His breeding fir hath beene at my charge.I haue fo of» 
ten bluftit to acknowledge him, that now I am braz’d to it. 

JiTcat. I cannot concciue you. 

C/(j/?.Sir,this young fcllowes mother could, whereupon ibe 
grew round wombed, andhadindeedSirafonneforherCra- 
idle,cre (he had a husband for her bedjdo you fmcll a fault ? .. 

Kent, I cannot wifti the fault vndoncjthciffue of it being fo 
proper. 

G/o.But I haue fir a fonne by rder of JtjaWjfome yeare eldee 
then thiSjwho yet is no deeter in my account,thogfi this knauc - 
came fomething fawc'-iy into the world before he was feat for, 
yet was his moth-f fairc, there was good fport at his raaking,& 
the whorefon rmuft be acknowledged, do you know this cch’.f , i, ^ 

^^e.'M'^j'Edmund ? ^ ‘‘ '' 







_ tory oj Ktng Lear, , 

Bafl. No my Lord. ' 

<?/<>.MyLordof Kenf, remember him heercafterasmv Jin 

nouiable friend. . - 

54/?.My fcruiccs to your Lordfhip, 

Kent,\ muft louc you.and fue to know you better* 
3<?i?.Sir,I (ball ftudy dcferuing, 

GloMc hath bcene out nine yearcs^and away he (hall again 
theKingiscomming, ° * 

Sound a Sennet, Snter onebearingtt Coronet, then Lear ^ then the 
J)fi\es of Albany and Cornwall, next Conorill, Regan, Corde- 
lia, with followers, 

Z-e^r.Attcnd my Lords of Francezni. Burgundy ^ Clofier, 
G/o7?.Hhali my Liege. 

Z.f^>-.Meane time we will esprclTe our darker purpofes* 
The Map there ; know we haue diuided 
In tnree our Kingdomc ; and tis our firft intent. 

To (hake all cares and bufinefle ofour ftatc, 

Gonfirming them on younger yeares. 

The two great Vnnczi,France and Burgundy, 

GreatRiuals in our youngeftdaughters lone. 

Long in our Court haue made their amorous fbioume. 

And here are to be anfwcr’d ; tell me my daughters. 

Which of you fball we fay doth loue vs moft. 

That we our largeft bounty may extend. 

Where merit doth moft challenge it ; 

Conorill our eldeftborne,fpcakc firft. 

<j<?«,Sir,Ido loue you niore then words can wield the matter* 
Dearer then cye-fight,fpace,or liberty. 

Beyond what can be valued rich or rare. 

No Icflc then life j with grace,hcalth, beauty,honouri 
As much a childe ereloued,or father friend, 

A loue that makes bff « t^^oore,and fpecch vnabl^. 

Beyond all manner of^fo much llouc you. 

Cer.Whac (liaii CW<ie/iwd©,loue atvi be filent. 

Lear, Of all thefc bounds,euen from this line to this* . 

Vith (hady Forrefts,and wide skirted Meadsj' 

'^‘?A^thcc Lady, to thine zad Albanies ilfue>.^ 
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rhe0Beyyef King Lear. 

Be this petpetuall. What faics our fecond daughter ? 

^ W.Sir 1 am made of the fclfe.famc mettail that my After is 

Andprize me at her worth in my true heart, • 

1 finde file names my very deed of loue,oncly fiiee came ftiort, , 
That I profeffe my felfe an enemy to all other loyes. 

Which the moft precious fquare of fence pofleijes. 

And finde I am alone felicitate in your deerchighneflc loue. 

Cor.Thcn poore Cori?/rV«, and yet not fo,fince I am lure 

My loue’s more richer then my tongue. 

Lear.Lo thee and thine hereditary euer 
Remaiiic this ample third ofour faire kingdomc. 

No leffe in fpace,validity,and pleafure. 

Then that confirm’d on Conorill ; but now our loy. 

Although the laft.not leaft in our decre louc. 

What can you fay to win a third,tnore opulent^ 

-Then your fifters. 

Cor.NothingmyLtirdi 

• Z,ff 4 r.How, nothing can comcqfflothingdpcakc againe. 

Cor. Vnbappy thatlam^Ijcahnothcauemy heart intomy^ 

' month*, I louc your Maicfty according to my bond, nor more . 

nor leffe. ^ i v i 

Lear Go too,go too^mend your Ipccch a little^ 

Leaft it may mane your fortunes. 

Card. Good my Lord, 

You haue begot me, bred me,loued me, 

A returnc thofe duties backe as are right fit. 

Obey you, loue you, and moft honour you. 

Why haue my fillers husbands, if they fay they louc you all. 

Haply when I fhall wed,ihat Cord whole hand 
Muft take my plight, dial' carry halfe my loue with biro, 

Halfemy care and di’- y.fure I fliall neuer 
ilarry like my fi{V‘S,to loue my father all*: ' 

Le^.But eqe** this with thy heart i- 
. Coni goold^ Lord. 

-So youn g and fo vntender ? 

!l3«>r.So young my Lordjand tine. , / 

. ■ - ' ■ ^ 
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The Hifiory of King Ledr^ 

Lear.WtW lec it be Toothy truth then be thy dowCTj 
For by the facred radiciice of the Sunne, / 

The miftrefle of Hecc(ti,m6. the might, 

all the operation of the Orbes, j 

whom we do exfift and ceafe to be, 

Heerc I difclaime all my paternall care. 

Propinquity and property of bloud. 

And as a ftranger to my heart and me. 

Hold thee from this for euer.thc barbarous Scythian, 

Or he that makes his generation 
Mefl'es to gorge his appetite. 

Shall be as well neighbour’d, pittied and relceucd. 

As thou my fomc-time daughter, 

Kent. GooA my Liege. (wrath 

i^^r.Pe-ace Kent, comt not betweene the Dragon and his 
lou’d her moft,ahd thought to fet my reft 
On her kinde nurfery,hcncc and auoid my fight : - 
So be my graue my peace as heerc I giue. 

Her fathers heart from her ; call Fr«<we, who ftirres ? 

Call 'Burgundy, Cornwall, and Albany, 

my two daughters dower digeft this third, 
pridcjwhich fhc cals plainneffe,marry her ; 
do inueftyou ioyntly in my power, 

Prcheminencc,and all the large effedls 
Thattroopc with Maiefty, our felfe by monthly courfc 
referuation of an hundred Knights, 
to befuftain’djftiall our abode 
fith you by due turncs,onely we ftill rctainc ; 

The name and all the additions to a King, 
fway, rcuenue, execution of c;,£ reft, 

Befoued fbnnes be yours, which to C' ifirmc, ' " 

This Coronet part betwixt you, 

/Cf»r.Royall Lear, 

Whom I haue euer honor’d as my King, 

, Lpued as my Father,as my Mafter followed, 

. As my great Patron thought on in my praiers. 

Ze^.The hctvi is bent and drawne,makc froin the lliaft*-' 









TheniBoryofKingLedr, 

it fall rather, . r * 

Thoush the forkc inuade the region of my heart, 

■Ri* vnmannerly,vyhcnZ/^’^y'is mad. 

What wilt thou do old man, think’ft thou that <^“^7 
Shaue dread to fpcake,when power to flattery bowes 
To olainneffc honours bound, when Maiefty ftoops to folly, 
Reuerfe thy doome.and in thy beft confideration 

rhecke this hideous raftmelTe,anfwer my life, 

Mv iudgement.thy yongeft daughter does not lone thee Icaft, 
Not arc thofe empty hcarted;whofe low found 
Reuerbs no hollowncfle, 

Lear. Kent, on tby life no more, 

KentMy life 1 neuer held but as a pawne _ 

To wage againft thy enemies, nor fcare to lofe It, 

Thy fafety being the motiue. 

Z.ff4r.Outofmy fight. 

Kent. See better Lear,vnA let me ftill remame 

The true blankc of thine eic. 

SInow by King thou fwcar’ft thy Gods in vaine; 

.Vaffall,recrcant. 

Kwr.Do,killthy Phyfition, 

And the fee beftow vpon the foulc difeale, 

Reuokc tby doome,ot whilft lean vent clamour 
From my ihroat,ile tell thee thou doft euill, 

Hcare me, on tby alleigcance hearemc j 
Since thou haft fought to make vs breake our yoWi 

Which we durft neueryct ; and with ftraied pride. 

To come betweene our fcntence and our power, ' 

Which, nor our nature,nor our place can beare, 

Oiir potency make good, take thy revvard, 

Fourc dayes we do allot thee for prouifion. 

To (hicld thee from difeafes of the world, 

Andontbefifttoturnethyhatedbacke 

Vpon our kingdome; if on the tenth day following, 

Thy banilht trunke be found in our Dominions, 

Tk moment is thy death, away> 














7heHiiiory of Kwg Loaf* 

By Ffipit€r,t.Kis fhall not be reuokt. 

Why fare thee well King,fincc thou wilt appcare, 
Frienddi ip hues hence, and baniflament is here ; 

The Gods to their protection take the maid. 

That rightly thinkes,and hath moft iuftly faid, 

Andyour large fpecches may your deeds apptoue, 
Thac'^ood effe61s may fpring from words of loue : 

Thus Kent,0 Princes, bids you all adew, 

Hee’lihape his old courfe in a Country new. - 
Enter France and Burgundy with GhceFler, 

(//^j.Heer’s Trance and Burgundy noble Lord. 

Le^rr.My Lord or £«r^»»«^,wcfirftaddre(fe towards you, 
Who with a King hath riuald for our daughter. 

What in the leatt will you require in prefent 
Dower with hc|^or ccafe your queft of loue ? 

S»r^,RoiallMaiefty,Icraucno more then what 
Your HighnclTc offered, nor will you tender leflc ? 

,Ri ght noble Burgundy fhe was dearc to VS, 
We did hold her fo.but now her price is fallen j 
Sir, there fhe ftands,if ought within thatTittle 
Seeming fubftance,or all of it with our difpleafurcpecc’ft. 
And nothing elfe may fitly like your Grace, 

Shec’s there, and flae is yours. 

BurgA know no anfwer. 

Z.e<ir.Sir,will you with thofe infirmities flicoweSj 
Vnfriended,new adopted to out hate, 

Couered with our curfc,and flrangef d with our oath, 

Take her or leaue her. 

Burg^ixdoT. me royall fir,clc^ioii makes not vp 
On fuch conditions. 

Lear, Then leaue her fir,for by the power that made me, 

I tell you all her wealth . For you.grcat King, 

I would not from your loue make fuch a ftray. 

To match you where I hate, therefore befeech you. 

To auert your liking a more worthier way. 

Then on a wretch whom N atuce is afham’d 
Almoft to acknowledge hers. 




mSSSSassssst&r. 




fhe Jii^<»y o) 

1 .Wnkeomtat^«^‘^^^?"‘'®'°/jAvou next month w-i A v»* 

Gfl».Voufee little ; he alwaies loued out 

Vifchaue made 

then rouB we loohe JJ^'^j^jjjtjon^but therwit lal vnruly wai- 
feftion of long ingta -Uolericke vearcs btir g with-ihem. 

*" %^.We fliall fettbei Alobc Exmtl 

|iwo muft do fomethmg,and a h he«e. 

Enter Bafi4fdfolm. . ^ feruiccs 

B.yf.Tho« Nature art of cuftome. 

arebound, wherefore I am 

and permit the cunofity o a brother: why baftard ? 

feme T ».or 1 4* moone-lb » ^ compaft, my 

'wherefore bafc,wh^ my honeft madams iffue, 

minde as r/ u-f- baftardy ? who in the lufty 

v,.hy brand they vs withbafc, bale baltaroy f ^ 

Sealhofnature,takemorecompofuio^^ 

oU-mwte : 1 grow,I profper.now Gods ftand vp for Baftards. 

*=• Enter Glocepr. , , • 

c:.fl. i'„fbMilhtthu>,=ndFr««in*oHerp«^^^ and 





7 *-^^ BiHory of King tear. 

the King gone to night, fobferib’d his power, confined to e* ' 

hibiuon,alI this done vpon the gad j Ed?»Hnd,\io^ now wW 
newes? ">>vuai 

S<j/.So plcafe your Lordfliip, none. 

CloB. .Why fo carncaiy feeke y ou to put vp that letter > 

3^7?. I know no iiewes^my Lord, 

(7^.What paper were you reading > 

iS^y?.Nothing my Lord, 

Glofi. No, what needs then that terrible difpatch of it into 
your pocket, the quality of nothing hath not luch need to hide 
it felfe,lets fce,come if it be nothing I (hal ttot need fpctftacles. 

bcfecchyou fir pardon mc,it is a Letter from my bro- 
ther, that I haue not all oreread, for fo much as I hauc perufed 
Ifinde it not fit for your liking, ‘ * 

G\at me the letter fir. 

Bafi, I fliall offend, either to detaine or giue itj the contents 
as in part I vnderftand them,are too blamcv 

G/e. Lets fee. Lets fee. 

Bafi.X hope for my brothers iuftification, he wrote this but 
as an e(Tay,or tafte ofmy vertue. A Letter. 

Glofi. This policy of age makes the world bitter to the beft 
©four times, kcepes our fortunes from vs till our oldneffe can- 
not rellifh them, Ibegintofinde an idle and fond bondage in 
the opprelfion of aged tyranny, who fwaies not as it hath pow- 
er, but as it is fuffered, come to mec, th^ of this Imay fpeakc 
more ; if our Father would fleepe till I wakt him, you Ihould 
cnioy halfe his reilencw for cucr, and liue the bclouedof your 
brother Edgar, 

Hugi,confpiracy,flept till I wakt him, you Ibould enioy halfc 
his reuenew : my fonne Edgar a hand to write-this,a hart 
and braine to breed it in ? when came this to you,who brought 
it ? 

‘Bafi. It was not brought me my Lord, there’s the cunuitig 
of it,I found it throwncin at the cafement ofmy Clofet. 

You know the carrafier to be your brothers f 

Bafi. If tfie matter were good, my Lord, I durft fweareic 
were his, but in refpeft of that,! would faine think it were not. 

Glofi^ 



The Kttig Ltdf* 

fi:\’SsUdmyW, butlhopehis h«rcisnotln 
‘‘"5' oeueih«retoforefound»d you in tWsbufi- 

..T ,T«r^ Knrl hauc often heard him maintaine 

f^he^r mould be as Ward to thefonne, and the fonne mannage 
*^S!oTiUainc,v\llainc,his very opinion in the Letter, ab- 

fir^ lta;frme^nT£m,'XS vil- 

Uotr well know my Lord, if it (ball pleafe you to 

Sr 3(b»k= in P«cer .he hear, of hie obedience I dare 
pawne downc my life for him, bee hath 

affeaion'to your Honoot.aod to no futther pretence ot danger. 

fififyltSourtadgeitmeete, 1 will place you «bete 
,o.Xu heate v> confette If this, and by an aungulat affutance 
Lue yout fatisfaaion.and that without any futibct delay then 

this very cuening. - 

67<?/?.He cannot be fuch a montter. 

fo tenderly and entirely bueshim t 
heauen and earth ! Edmmdkekc him out,winde me into him I 
pray youframeyour bufines after your ownc wifcdomc,! wold 

vnftatcmyfclferobeinaducrcfolution. 

'Bafi.l^tizW feeke him fir prefently,conucy thcbufmefic as I 
mail fee mcanes.and acquaint you withall. ^ ^ 

G/o.Thefe lateEclipfes in theSunne andMoone, porwnd no 
good to vs,though the wifedomc of nature can reafon thus and 

Thus, yet nature findes it felfc fcourg’d byihefequcnt effeas. 





TheHilforyoJ Klngl>{Ar. 
louc codes, fricndfhip fals off, brothers diuide, in Cities ttiutU 
njcs,in Countries difcords, Pallaces treaifcn, thebondcracltc 
betwcene lonne and father ; findc out this villaine, Edmund 'ix. 
(hall lofe thee nothing, do it carefully; and the noble and true 
hearted Kent baniQit,his offence honcft ; flrange,ftrange ! 

!S<?/?.This is the excellent foppery of the world,that when we 
are ficke in Fortune, often the furfct of our owne bchauiour, 
■we make guilty ofour difafters,thc Sunne,the Moone, and the 
flats, as if we were villaincsbyneceflity, foolcs byhcauenly 
compulfion,knaues,theeues,and trecherers by fpiritual! predo. 
minance.drunkards, liars, and adulterers by an enforc’ft obedi- 
ence of planitary tnfluence,and all that we are cuillin, byadi- 
uine thrufting on, an admirable euafion of whorc-mafter man, 
today his goatifh difpofitionto the charge of flats ; my Father 
compounded with my Mother vndcr the Dragons taile, & my 
natiuity was vndcr tnaior,{o that it followes I am rough & 
lecherous ; Put, I fhould hauc beeiicthaf I am, had the maiden- 
left ftarre of th? Firmament twinckled on my baftardy; Edgir^ 
Enter Edgar. 

& out he comes like the Cataflrophe of the old Comedy, mine 
is villanous melancholy, with a figb like them of 'Bedlam', 0 
thefe Ecclipfes do portend thefe diuifions, 

■Edgar, Wov! now brother Sdmmd, what ferious contempla-- 
tionareyouin? 

Bafi, I am thinking brother of a prediilion 1 read this other 
day, what fhotild follow thefe Ecclipfes. 

£<^.Doe you bufic your felfe about that ? 

Bafi.l promifeyou the effe<fls he writ of,fuccecd vnhappily, 
as ofvnnaturalneffcbetw'cenethc childc and the parcnt,death, 
dcarth,diflblutions of ancient armies, diuifions in ftate, mena- 
ces and malediiflions againft King and Nobles, needleffe diffi- 
dences, banilbment of friendSjdifltpation of Cohorts, nuptiall 
breaches, and I know not what. 

Edg.Wov! long haue you bin afeiflary Aftronom'icall ? 

3<«7?.Come,come,when fawyoumy father laft ? 

Edg.^'hy the night gone by, 

^<*/.Spakc you with him ? 






T'htJii^ory of'Kifi'g Ledt* 

fo»ndy«“»o aifpi«f«c 

b, him by ^ , . 

wWcKattbi. 
eood meaning to- 

wards you,I haue ^ Y , Unrrnr of it* Pt^Y 3 Way» 

r,.oo,to.glikctb.to«g«»ndhorra y 

Bafi.l do ferue you in this bufinefle 
foole ? 

Gcwt.YcsMadami 

That fets vs all at vobtaids vs 

His knights grow riotous, and himfelfc vp 

On euefy trifle vwhen he returncs from hunting, , 

I will not fpeake with him, fayl am ficke, 

If you come flacke of former feruices,^ 

You (hall do well,thc fault of it lie anfwer. 
ewt.Hec’s comming Madam, Ihearc him. 

Z2... o..f xsbat wearv ticfiUecnce vou pi 



Exit* 



1 * 






jhtJHiUory oj KingteAr. 

Him to out fiftcr, whofc minde & mine I know in thatareone 
not to be ouer-rulde j idle olde man that ftill would maiiape 
thofe authorities that he hath giuen away, now by my life olde 
fooles are babes againe, and muft be vfed with checkes as flat, 
tcricsjwhen they arc feenc abus’d, remember what I tell you. 

C7c«f.Very well, Madam,. 

<^on. And let his Knights haue colder lookes amongyou 
what growes of it no matter, aduife your fello wes fo, 1 would 
breed from hence occafions,and I fliall, that I may Ipcake, He 
write ttraight to my fitter to hold my very courfe ; goeprepare 
for dinner. Exit. 

Enter Kent, 

Ken.Vi but as well I other accents borrow, that can my fpeecli 
dcfufe,my good intent may carry through it felfc to that fulif. 
fuefor which Iraizd myhkenefle; nowbaniflitiirc«r,ifthou 
canft feruc where thou qpft ftand condemn’d, thy matter whom 
ud)ou louett, (hall finde the full of lab^r. ‘ 

Enter Lear%t 

Lear. Let me not ftay a iot for dinner, goc get it ready ; how 
now, what art thou 

iirf»r.Amanfir, ' 

Lear. Whit doft thou profeffc ? what wouldft thou with vs f 

Kent. I doc profelfe to bee no leffe then I fccme,to ferue him 
truely that wil put me in trutt,to loue him that is honeft,to con- 
uerfc with him that is wife and faies little, to feare iudgement, 
to fight when I cannot chufc,and to cate no fi(h. 

Z,e<ir. What art thou ? 

Kent. A very hpneft Kcartcd feIIow,and as poorc as' the King, 

Lear. \hho\x be as poore for a fubic(fj,as he is for a king, thou 
art poorc enough, what wouldtt thou ? 

JCe»r,Seruicc. iMr.Who wouldft thou feruc? 

Xcivr.You. Z.c4r.ppftthouknowmefclloyv? 

Kent.Ho fir,but ybu haue that in ypur cpuntcnance, which 
I would faine call Matter. 

Lwr. What’s that? Kent, huthotity, 

ie^y.Whatferuiccs canft thou do? . 

Kent. I can keepe honeft counfaile, ride, run,marrc a curious 

tale 



theBipry 

tale in telling it,and deliuera 

ordinary men arc fit for, I am 

diligence* 

/^r^r.HoW old art thou? . r 

Kent Not fo young to loue a woman for finging, nor lo old to 
dote on her for any thing, 1 haue.yearcs on my backe forty eight. 

ir^r.FoIlow me, thou (halt feruc me, if I like thee no yvorlc 
after dinner, I will not part from thee yet; dinner ho, dinner, 
where’s my knauc,myfoole,goe you and call my foolc hether, 
vou firra,wherc’s my dau ghtcr ? 

^ Enter Steward, 

^rtJvW.Soplcafcyou , . . 

Lear. What faies the fellow there ? call the clat pole backe, 
where’s* my foole ? ho, 1 thinkc the world’s afleepe, how now, 
Wherc’sthatmungrell? . ; 

iifevr.Hc faies my Lofd,your daughter is not well. 

Why came not the flauc backe to me when I call’d him ? 
Seraant. Sir, he anfwered me in the roundeft mannner , hec 
would not. 

would not? 

Seruant.^Ay Lord,I know not what the matter is, but to my 
iudgcment,your Highncffc is not entertain’d with that ceremo- 
nious affeftion as you were wont, there’s a great abatement ap- 
peares as well in the geiierall dcpendants,as in the Duke himlelfc. 
alfo, and your daughter. 

iMr.Ha,faiftthoufo? / 

Sermntilhekech you pardon me my Lord, if I be miftaken, 
formy duty cannot befilent, whenl thinkeyour Highneffeis 
wrong’d. * 

Lfffjr.Thou but remembteft me ofmincowne conception, I 
haue percciued a moft faint ncglcdk of late, which I haue rather 
blamed as mine owne icalous curiofity, then as a very pretence 
and purport of vnkhidnes ; 1 will look further into it,but wher’s 
this foole ? 1 haue not feenehim this two dales, 

Sermnt. Since my young Ladies going into fir, the 

foole hath much pined away. 

Lear, No more of that, 1 haue noted it, goe you and tell my 

C daughter 



t/Kst^ltAr. 

plaine roeffageWumly, that which 
qualified inland the beft of me, is 














rheHiB»ty0f King Lear. 

daughtcr.I would fpeakc with her^go you callhithcr my foole • 

O you fir,you (ir,come you hither* who am I fir ? * 

5fe«».My Ladies Father. 

Lear My Ladies father, my Lords knaue, you whorefon do<r 
you flaue,you curre. ^ 

5re»».I am none of this my Lord,I befecch you pardon me. 
Xe<r>-.Do you bandy lookes with me you rafcall ? 

5rew.Ile not befiruckc my Lord. 
iCe»r,Ncr tript iicither,you bafe football plaicr. 

Lcm'. I ilianke thee fellow, thou feru'ft me, and ilc loue thee, 
Kent, Come fir, ile teach you dilFerences,away, away,ifycii 
will meafure your lubbers length againe^tarry, but away, you 
banc wifedonic, 

. Lexi\ Now friendly knaiie I thanke thee, there’s earneft of 
thyfcruicc. , 

Enter Fook, 

FooU.'Ltx. me hire him too,here’s my coxcombe. 

Lear.Wovi noyv my pretty knaue,bow doft chouf 
Foofe .Sirra,you were beft take my coxcombe. 

^«f.Why Foole ? 

FooIeyVhy for taking ones part that’s out of fauour, nay and 
thou canft not fmile as the winde fits, thou’t catch colde fhortly, 
there take my coxcombe; why this fellow bath banifhttwoof 
his daughters, and done the third a blcifing againft his will, if 
thou follow him, thou muft needs wcare my coxcombe, how 
no w nunckle,v/ou!dIhad two coxcombes, and two daughters. 

Jifitr.Why my boy ? 

Foole.lf I gauethem any liuing, idekeepe my coxcombe my 
felfe,thercs mine, beg another of thy daughters, 

£e<«r.Takc heed firra.the whip, 

FWe.Truth is,a dog that muftto kenncll, he muftbec wnipc 
ou^^when Lady oth’e brach may Hand by the fire and ftinke. 
Lear. A. peftilent gull to me. ' 

fM/e.Sirrajile teach thee a fpeech. Lear.l^o, 

FM/e.Matke it Vncklc ; haue more theft thou fhewefl,fpc*‘<® 

Iclle then thou knoweft, lend Icfic then thou oweft, liuc more 

then 








,hy drinU .by Ahort, >nd keq., in a aoorc, 

SXn fl..l.hau’. more .hen .«.««. .o . fcotc. 

f Vnr ? . can VOU make no vfc of nothing Vnclc> 

"""tit? Why no bIy,nothing can be made out of nothing. 
FpX^ethec tell him, fomuchthc rent of his land comes to, 

be will not bcleeiie a foole. 

^XDSotknow.haaifferenceinybo,.batwccncabi.. 

tec foolc.andafweerc foole. 

F^e^hltLortihzt counfaild thee to ^way thy Land, 
Come place him hecre by me, do thou for him (land. 

The Jcetc and bitter foole will prefcntly appearc. 

The one in motley here, the other found out there. 

tbou hafi glucn away .that thou waft 

a monopoUe out, they «o«ld haue par^t and lodes 
wifi not let me haue all foolcto my fclfo.thci I be fnatebmg, g 
me an egge Nuncklc,and ile giue thee two crownes. 

^ What two crownes fhall they be r 

Fo»/e. Why after I haue cut the egge in the midole and catc p 
the meatc.the two crownes of the egge : when thou cloueft thy 
crowneintheroiddle, an^gaueft away both parts, thou ^ 

thy afle on thy back ore the dirt, thou hadft little wit in thy bdd 
crowne, when thou gaueft thy golden one away ; it I fpcak lik^ 
my felfe in this,let him be whipt that firft findcs u to. 

Fooles I'iad ncix Icffc wit iii a yearcj 
For wife men arc growne foppifb. 

They knownot how ihcir wits do wcarc, 

Their manners are To apiflav ^ . 

Un^,Wbcn were you'worit.tobcfofull Ot 












The&^tyafXf^glear; 

FooU.1 hauc vfcd it Nunclc,eucr fince thou mad’ft thv dau®!, 
•crs thy mother, for when thou gaueft them the rod, and omfl 
downe thine owne breeches, then they for fudden ioy did ween 
and I for forrow fung, that fuch a King fliould play bo-peeS’ 
and goc the foolcs^mong : prethce Nunckle keepea feUe’ 
matter that can teach thy foole to lie, I would fainc learne to lie 
Lear.Kyoa lie,wec’l hauc you whipt. ‘ 

Foo/c. I marucll what kin thou and thy daughters are, theyl 
haue me whipt for fpeaking true, thou wilt hauc mec whipt 
lying, and fometime I am whipt for holding my pcacc,I had ra- 
ther be any kinde of thing then a foole, and yet I would not bee 
thee Nunckle, thou haft pared thy wit a both fides, and left no- 
thing in the middle ; hecre comes one of the parings. 

Enter Ganorttt. 

Lear, How now daughtcr,what makes that Frontlet on, 
Me-thinkes you are too much alate it’h frowne. ’ 

Foole. Thou waft a pretty fellow when thou hadft no neede to 
care for her frowncjthou, thouartan O without a figure, lam 
better then thou art now, I am a foole, thou art nothing, yes for- 
footh 1 will hold my tongue, fo your face bids me, though you 
fay nothing. 

Mum,mum,hc that keepes neither cruft nor crum. 

Weary of 3ll,lhall want fome.That’s a flicald pefcod. . 

Gott. Not oncly fir this, your all-licenc’d foole, but other of 
your infolent retinue do hourely carpe and quarrcll, breaking 
foorth in rankc and (not to be endured riots) Sir, I had thought 
by making this well knownevnto you, to haue found afafere- 
drcfle,bnt now grow fearcfull by what your felfe too late haue 
fpokc and done, that youproteft this courfe,and put on by your 
allowance, which if you fliould,the fault would not fcape cen- 
fure,nor the redrelfe fteepe, which in the tender of a wholefomc 
weal,might in their working do you that offencc,that clfc were 
£hame,that then ncceftity muft call difcrcete proceedings. 

Foole, you trow Nuncle, the hedge-fparrow fed the Coo- 
kow fo long, that it had it head bit off belt young, fo out v/ent 
the Candle,and we were left darkling, 
i/Mr. Arc you our Daughter i : 

Gm, 
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?r W I know yol .« f.adght.,nd pu, away thefe 
IfpoMo'os, Aai of lata cransformc you ftom what you r.gh.Iy 

*' Faafe.May not an Afle know when the Can dtawes the hoile, 

he'r'eknow me t why thitU noeitae, doth 

r f walke thus ! tpcake thus ? where ate his cies, either his no- 
lear walke ii p .. j- j lethergy, fteepmg or wa- 

t ■ fae nm £ whofs h that ta/t'eU me who Ia„? 
king; ha . lurc « ' ^ the markes of foue- 

Sgmy.ktwledge,8t teafon, 1 Ihould be falfe petfviaded 1 had 
^^'^^ele Which they,will make an obedient Father, 

^ « nr-.nl<es • 1 dobefcech you vndcrftand my purpofes a- 

Sht'as yL are old and reuerend,you ftiould be wifc,hecre doc 
vfu kccp^c one hundred Knights and Squircs,men fo difordercd, 
L deboyft andbold, that this our Court inftacdwith their 

manners^ (hewes like a riotous lane, epicurifmc and luft make 

like a Tauerne or Brothell, then a 
it felfe doth fpeakc for inftant remedy, bee thou defired by her, 

hat elfe will take the thing ftrebegs.a little to difquantity you^^ 

S,and the remainder that (ball ftill depend, to be fuch men 
as mavbefortyour agc,andknow thcmfclucs and you. 

TL DarkJeffe and Diuels! faddle my horfes, call my traine 
tog«hcr!dcgeneraiebaftard,ilc not troublethcej yet haue 1 left 

** ‘^SfV'ouftrike my people,and your difordercd rabble, make 

feruants of ihcit betters. 

gnter T)nke. 

Lear.Vle that too late repent’s vs ; O fir, are you come ? Is It 
vour will that we prepare any horfes,ingratitudc . thou naarble- 
hearted fiend, morehideous when thou ftiew^ thee m a childc 
then the Sca-monfter, detefted kite, thou Icffcn my .traine and 
mcnof choifeandrareft parts, that all particulars < f duty know, 
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Thf fftlfory of King Luf. 

and in the raoft exa»Sl regard , fupport the worfhippes of theit 
nainCjO mofl: fmall fault, how vgly didft thou in CordflU fliew 
that itkean engine wrcnchc my frame of nature from the fixt 
place, drew from my heart all Ioue,8c added to the gall ; 6 Ltar, 
Lear I beate at this gate that let thy foKy in, and thy dcarciudg- 
ment out,goe,goe,my people ? 

Dfike.My Lord.I am guiltlefle as I am ignorant. 

Lear.lr. may be fo my Lord, harke heare deerc G®d- 

defTc.fufpend thy purpofc, if thou didft intend to make this cre- 
turc fruitefulljinto her wombe conuey ftcrility,dry vp in her the 
Organs ofencrcafe, and from her derogate body neuerfpringa 
babe to honor her ; if flic muft teem, create her childe of fpleeii, 
that it may liue and be a thourt difuetur’d torment to her, let it 
ftampc wrinckles in her brow of youth, with accent tcares, fret 
channels in her checkes, tunic all her mothers paines and bene- 
fits to laughter and contempt, that (bee may feele,how fliarper 
then a ferpents tooth it is, to haue a thanklelTe childe, goe,goc, 
my people? 

Duke.\Hovi Gods that vve adore, whereof comes this ! 

Ceir.Ncuer afflidt your fclfe to know the caufe,but let his dif- 
pofition haue that fcopc that dotage giucs it, 

Z/(? 4 i'.What,fifty of my followers at a clap,within a fortnight ? 

What is the matter fir ; 

LearMc tell thee, life and death ! I am afiiani’d that thou haft 
power to (hake my man-hood thus, that thefe hot tcares that 
breakc from me perforce, fliould make the worft blafts aiul fogs 
vponthe vtitender woundings ofa fathers curfc, perufeeuery 
fence about the olde fond cics,be-we.cpc thiscaufetfgainc, ile 
plucke you out, and you caft with the waters that you make to 
temper clay, yea,is it come to this I yet haue I left a daughter, 
whom I am furc is kiiide and comfortable, when flic lhall heare 
this oftheCjWith her nailes flice’l fley thy woluifli vifage, thou 
ftaltfindc that ile refume the fliapc, which thou docfttbinkel 
haue caft off for eucr,thouflialt I warrant thee, Bxit. 

(jw.Do you markc that my Lord ? 

Dnkeii cannot be fo partjall Conorill to the great louc I bcare 
you. 

Ctn. 



j-rniTi*. 












lowcs after. ,, 

tjDw.What Opfald,no. 

full ofmy particular fearer and after your re- 

ovme,3s may this mil^ie geculcneffe and courfe of 

nowmyLo^^^^^ 

farreyour ciesmay Icar^nottcll. 

Striuing to better ought, we marre what s well. 

Cw.Nay tlicn^ 

D«%.Well,weH,the euent. 

Enter Lear, Kent, and Eoole. . 

Go you bcToTe to -bh .hefe !-«■« 

"'Vo.&.lfa mansbraincs were in hisheeles, wert not in danger 
n u ? L^ar Aooy* ^ ■ 

S/A-heulprothtcbcm=rty..hy«itih.Un«cson>p(hoi 

W,fa\hy other dangb.ctwm^ 

,, though (he is as like this, as a crabbe is like an apple, yet I coi , 
what I can tell. , ,t u ? 
















r w 



1 39 



i 



The ERitory of King Ltdr^ 

canft not tell why ones nofe ftands in the middle of his face ? 
Ltf(jr.No. 

. FWf.Why to keep his eyes on cither fide his nofcj that what 
a man cannot fmcll out, he may fpy into. 

. .ic4r. I did her wrong ! 

Foo/u.Canft tell how an Oyfter makes his fiiell, 

Lear, No. 

.Nor I ncythcr ; but I can tell why a fnaylc has a houfe. 
Lear.YJ)ny ? 

Foote. Why to put his head in, not to giue it away vnto his 
daughter, and leaue his homes without a cafe. 

: Le^r.I will forget my nature, fo kind* a father j bee my hotfes 
ready# 

Foo/if.Thy Afles arc gone about them ; the reafon why the fe« 
uen flarres are no more then feuen,is a pretty reafon. 
Z.e4r.Bccaufc they arc not eight. 

Foole,Ycs, thou wouldft make a good foole. 

Lwr.To tak’t againe perforce ; monfier, ingratitude • 
Foole.l£ thou wert my foole Nunckle, ide hauethee beaten 
for beingoldc before thy time. 

Lear.How's that? 

Foote.Thou (houldll npt haue bccne olde, before thou hadft 
beenewife. 

• Lear, Olctmenotbemadfwcctcheaucn! I would not bee 
madjkeepe me in temper, I would not bee mad j are the y orfes 
ready ? 

.Ready my Lord, 

Lear.Come boy. Exit, 

FooleSat that is maid now,and laughs at my departure, 
Shall not be a maid long, except things be cut (hotter. 

Exit, 

Enter Baflard, and Quran meetes him, 

Safi. Saue thee Curan* 

Cwrfw.Andyou fir. Ihauebeene with your father, and giuen 
him notice, that the Duke of C<;r«n'^//andbisDutcbc(rc willbe 
here with him to night, 

>5^f?,How comes that ? 

CKan, 







The Hfitory of King tear* - 

rura».i^*y I know not, you haue heard ofthe 
I mcauc the whifperd oncs/or there arc yet but catc-bulTtng r- 

^“SNot.I pray you what arc they ? 

Curan.Yoa may then in time, fate you well hr. 

Balt, the Duke be here to night ! the better beft, this weaues 
it felfe perforce into my buftneffc, my father hath fet 
take my brothcr,& 1 haue one thing of a quefic queftion, which 
^ Enter Sdgar, . 

muft aske brcefeneCfeand forcunehclpe; brother a word, dif- 
cend brother Hay,my father watches, OfiicthispUcc, 

eence is eiuen where you are hid, you haue now the good ad- 
uantage of the night, haue you not fpoken agamft the Diikc ot 
ought, hcc’s coming hether now m the mght,it h haltc, 
and Regan with him, haue you nothing faide vpon his party a- 

gainil the Duke of AWaneyM^xie yout- 

£%.Iamfureon’tnotaword. 

Badard. I hearc my father comming, pardon me in crauing,! 
muft draw my fword vpon you,feemc to defend your fcife, now 
quit you well, yeeld, come before my father, light hecre, hcerc, 
lie brother flic,torcbes,torchcs,fo farwcll ; feme bloud drawne 
on me would beget opinion of my more fierce endeuor, Ihaue 

feene drunkards do more then this in fport { father, father, ftop, 
flop, no help c? 

Enter Clocefier. 

. (y^y^.Now where’s the villaine? 

BaflBetxe flood he in the darke,his (harpe fword out, warb- 
ling of wicked charmesjconiuringthc Moonc to ftandhis aufpi- 
cious Miftcis. 

But where ishe ? 

■ S^Lppke fif,I bleed. 
gio/t-Wherc is the v\\\i\ne,Edmund? 

5i*/.Fledthis way fir, when by nomeancshecould-^ — — 
G/«/?.P'irfue him, go after, by no meancs,what ? 
^^/.Perfwade me to the niurdet of your Lordfhip, but that 
Iioldehim the reuensiue Gtidsj sainftParacides did all their 

^ ^ thunders 





TijeHiftary of King Lekr 

tliundcrs bend, fpokc with how many fould^n^rong a bond 
the child was bound to the father ; fir, in a fine,feling how loth- 
ly oppolitc I flood to his vnnaturall purpofe, with fell motion 
with his prepared fwordi he charges home my vnprouided bo. 
dy,.Iauncht mine arme ; but when he faw my heft aiatumd fphiti 
bold in the quarrels right, rpuzd to the encounter, otwhethej 
gafted"by the noife I made, but lodainly he fied, 

(jtojt. Let him flic farrc,not in this Land fhall he remaine to. 
caught and found; difpatch, theNoblc Dukemymafter, niy 
worthy Arch and Patron comes to night, by his authority I will 
proebime it,that he which Andes him fhall ^eferue our thankes, 
bringing the murderous cay tiffe to the ^ake, he that concealer 
him,death. 

’BafiMVhzn Idiffwaded him from bis intent, and found him 

S ’ : to do itjWith curft fpeech I threatned to difeouer him; he 
:d,Thou viipoflcfllng baflatd, doft thou thinkc,if I would 
ftand againftthee, could the repofure of any tfuft, vertue, or 
worth in thee make thy words faith'd ? no .• what I fhould deny, 
as this I would, Ij thogh thou dI3ft produce my very charatfler, 
idc tumc it all to thy fuggeftion,plot,and damned pretence,^ 
thou muft make a dullard of the world j ifthey not thought the 
proflts of my death were very pregnant and potcntiall fpurres to 
make thee feekqir. 

Strong and fattened villaine,'would he deny his letter? 
I neucr got him; hark c,thc Dukes trumpets,! know not why he 
comes ; all Ports ilc barrc,the villainc fhall not feape, the Duke 
TOuft grant tne that ; bcfldes,his pidlure I wil fend far and neere, 
that all thckingdoracmay haue note of him, and of my land, 
(loyall and naturall boy) ile woike the meanes to roaketnee ca- 
pable* 

Enttrthe'Dukeof 

now my noble friend, Ahce I came hether, which 
1 can call but now,I haue heard ftrange newes. 

Kfg. If it be truci all vengeance comes too Ihort which c4« 
purfue the offender; how doft my Lord ? 

<?/^.Madam,my old heart is crakt,is crakt. 

What, did my fathers godfon feeke your life ? he whom 



rhemorytfl^i^' 

Ml jamtt’w too bid, too bid, 

Ti» they haue put him on the old_mani death, 

Tohauethefc andwaftcof this his reucnucs: 

Ibaue this prefent cuening from my liftet 

Beene well inform’d ofthcm,and wiA there: 

if thev come to foiourne at my houfc,ile not be there. 

Laflute t\icc Reg4H ; Edmund, llxatd that youhauc 

(hewne your bther a child-like offlee, 

54jf.Twasmydutyfir. 

g4?.Hc did betray his praaifc,andrecciued 

This hurt you fee,ftriuing to apprehend hina. 

D»<y.Ithepurfucd? 

"l^hebe taken, he fhall neuer raorebefeard of doing 
harme.make your owne purpofe how in my ftreMth y^ plMfc; 
ioc yoa Edmund, whofc vertue and obedience doth this inttanc 
fo much commend it fclfe,yoh (hall beours,naturesof fuch de^ 
truftjwc (hall much iieed,you wc firft feire on. 

Safi. I fhall ferue you truely ,hOW cuer elfe. 

.For him I thanke your Grace. 

®«%.You know not why we came to vifltc you 

i?f^ 4 ».Thusout of feafon,threatning datke cidc nighty , 
Occaflons noble Cloctfitr of fome prize. 

Wherein we muft haue vfe of your aduicc. 

Our father he hath writ.fo hath our After, 

OfdefenceSjWhieh Ibeft thought it fit, 

To anfwet from our handjthe fcuetall meflengers 
Fromhenceawend difpatch,our good old friend, ; 

Lay comforts to your bofome,^ & beftow your ncedfull counfeli 

To our bufineffe, which craucs the inftant vfe» 

- ' : Exit, 

,■ X> % Glofi. 



The ttiHenycJ King Lesr^ 
fcrue you Madam,your Gracesire rtgHtwd<:Qmcr 

SMter Kent ^ a»d Stn»M>d, 

Stew 4 ,rd,GooA eucn to thee friend^arr ofthe houfe ? 

Kent,\, 

5 /ov/jr<i.Wherc may we fct our h<M:fesi ? 
the mire. 

5 rf»>.Pretlice if thou Idle tifie^tcllmcy 

Kent A loue thee not. 

5 ren’. Why then I care Bbr for thee. 

Kent Ml had thee in pinfold,! yv'ould make thee care 

for me. ■ 

5 ;w. Why doft thou vfc niethus? r know thee ffot. 

Xe«r.Fcllow 1 know thee. 

^reu'.What doft thou know me for f 

Kent. A knaue, a rafcall, an eater of broken meates, a bafe, 
proud,fhalloWjbcg-gerly,three fliewted hundred pounds filthy 
worfted-ftocken knaue, a lilly liiier’d adtion taking knaue, a 
whorefon glaffc-gazing fuperfinicall rogue, onetfunkeinheri* 
ting flaue.onc that would’ft be a baud in way of good feruicc,& 
artnothingbut the compofition ofa knaue, begger, coward, 
pander,and the fonne and heire ofa mungrell'bitch,whbm I will 
beqte into clamorous whining, if thou deny the Icaftftllable of 
the addition. 

What a monflrous fellow art then; thus to raile on one 
that’s neither knowne of thee, nor knowes thee, ; • 

J(!e»r.What a brazen fac ft varlet art thoU,to dchy thou kn^w- 
eft me, is it two daies agoe fined beate thce^' anditript vp thy 
heeles before the King ? draw you rogue, for tbough it be night 
the Moon /hines,ile make a fop ofthe Moone-fliine a’y6u,draw 
you whorefon cullyonlybarber-muDger,draWi 
A way,l haue nothing to do with tf^. : 

Kent.Tixzvi you rafcall,you bring Letters againft the King, '& 
take Vanity the puppets part, againift the royalty of her father, 
draw you rogue.or ile fo carbonado your Ihankeyuwyoutaf- 
call, come your wayes. . ' 

5 /ew.Helpc, ho,murihcr, helpc, 

Kent.: 



Kentt Strike you flaue, ftand rogue, ftand j ou ncatc auc, 

^'^5rw.Helpc,ho,mimhcr,hclpe. 

Enter Edmmdwithhis Rapier drawne,Gfocefler,the 

Duke and Dfttchejfe. 

!5<«/?.How now, what’s the matter ? ,r n.,/1, 

lfe».VVith you goodmanboy, and you pleafe come, tie flealh 

vou.comeonyongmaftcr. , ^ 

^ f7/«-/?.Weapons,3imes,what’s the matter here. 

i)»ie.Kecpc peace vpon your liues,hc dies that ftnkes againe, 

what’s the matter? . r w „ 

Ree.The meffengers from our fiftcr.and the King. 

What’s your diffcrence,fpeake? 
am fearfe in breath my Lord. „n»rr, 

Xe^r.Nomaruailcyouhaucfo beftir d your valou^ youco- 
ward) V rafcall,nature difclaimes in thee,a T aylor made thee. 

Thou art a flrange fellow, aTaylour make a man/^ 

Kent. 1, a taylour fir, a Stone-cutter, ovaPairiter could not 

haue made him fo ill, though hehad bene but two hourcs at the- 
trade. 

CM.Speakcyetjhow grew your quarrell? 

^rw.This ancient ruffian fir, whole life I haue fpar d at fute 

of his gray-beard, • « , ■» j 

Ji:«t.Thou whorefon Zd.thou vnneceffary letter, my Lord 
ifyou will giue me' leaue.I will tread this vnboulted villaine in- 
to mocter. and daubcthe.wals of a laqucs with him ; fparc my 

gray-beard you wagraile? , 

£»»I^.Pcace fir, you bcaftly knaue you haue no rcucrencc, 

Kwf.Yes fir.biir anget has a priuiledge. 

D«%. Why an thou angry ? 

Kent.yhzt fuch a fiaue as this Ibould Weare a fword. 

That weares no honcfty,fuchfmiling rogues asthefe, • 
tike Rats oft bite thoft cordes in twaine, rr 

Which are to intrench, to inloofe fmooth eucry pamoH . : 5^ 

That in the natures dftbeir Lords lebell, . ' 

D 3 Idling 










TheUilfory fij Kingtedf. 

Bring oUe to ftir,fnow to their colder moods, 
Rcneag,afHrme.and turne their halcion beakes 
With eucry gale and vary of their mafters, 

Knowing nought like daics but following, 

A plague vpon your Epelipticke vifage, 

Smoilc you my fpccchcs,as I were a foole ? 

Goofcjif I had you vpon Sarum Plaine, 

Ide fend you cackling home to Camulet. ■ 

Z)>%.What,art thou mad olde fellow ? 

ClofiMow fcllyou outjfay that ? 

2C#»f,No contraries hold more antipathy. 

Then I and fuch a knauc, 

Duks.Vihy doll thou call him knaue,what’s hit o^ei 

ICefff.His countenance likes me not. 

.No more perchance doth mine,or his,or hers. 

iCe«r.Sir,ti$ my occupation to-be plainc, 

1 haue feene better faces in my time. 

Than (lands otf any (boulder that I fee 
Before me at this inllant. 

D/s'^f.T^is is a fellow, who hauing 
For bluhtnelTe, doth iXede a faucie rufHnes, 

And conftraines the garb quite frombis nature. 

He catinot Batter he,hc mud be plaine, 

He mud fpeake truth,and they will take it (b. 

If not hee’s plaine, thefe kinde of knaues I knoWy 
Which in this plainneiTe harbour more craft. 

And more corrupter ends,then twenty filly ducking 
Obferuants,that dretch their duties nicely. 

.Sir in good foothjor in fincere verity, 

Vnder the allowance of your grand afpeft. 

Whofe influence like the wreath of radient fire 
Ijj flitkering fronf . 

D<»%.What 4 Mcandthou,bythis? , . 

Kent* To go out of my dialogue which yefu oifeomtaend lo 
much; I know fir,l am no fl8ttcrer-,he that beguild you in * 
accent,was a plaine knaue,which formy part I vyilnot'bc>tnog 
1 (hould win your difpleafure to entreate me to it. ^ 




r*4t^.Whatstheotrcnceyougauenmir 

neuer gaue him any,it pleafd '^5 ^mg his mad 
Very late to di ikc at me vpon his mifcondru aion. 

When he coniunft and dattcring hts difplcatoe 
Tript me behinde, being downe.infulted.raild. 

And put vpon him fuch a dealc of man^hat 
That worthied him, got praifes of the King, 

For him attempting who was felfe fubdue , 

And in the flcchuent of this dread exploit, 

n«k.Brinefoorththedocke$ho? 

You dubbornc mifereant knaue,you vnreuerent bragart, 

JCfiu am mo olde to Icame.call not your (lockes for me, 

1 ferue the King.on whofc imploimentsi was fent to you. 

You (hould do fmall rcfpca,(bcw too bold malice 
Againd the grace andiperd>n of my mailer, 

^^X^fpctclfw dockes ; as I haue life and honour. 

There (hall he fit till noonc, , . v. 

J?<r£,Till noonc,iill night my Lord.and all night too. _ 
JCwf.Why Madam, if I were your fathers dog, you could not 

vfemefo. 

J?<v.Sir, being his knauc,! will. 

Duke.Th'is is a fellow of the fame nature, 
dur fider fpeakesoff.comc.bringaway the dockes*, 

Glofi. Let me befecch your Grace not to do fo. 

His fault is much,and the good King his Madcr 
Will checkc him for’t ; your purpold low corretlion 
Is fuch,as bafeft and temned wretches for pilfrings 

And mod common trclpaffes are punifbtwiriv, 

ThcKing mud take it ill, that hce’s fo (lightly valued i 
In hii Mcffenger, (hould haue him thus reftrained. 

Dvi^f.lle anfwer that, 

XegMy fider may rcceiueit much more worfe, . . 
Tohauehcreen6lcm8oabufed,a£faulicd _ 







the HiUory oj Fmgledr* 

For following her afFatrcs,putinhis legs. 

Come my Lord,away. 

giofi. 1 am forry for thee friend,tis the Dukes pleafure, 
Whofc difpofition all the world wellknowes 
Will not be rub d nor ftopt,Ile intreate for thee. 

Kent.'^tiy you do not fir.lhaue watcht and trapaild hard, 
Sometime I (haIlflecpcout,the reft He whittle, 

A good mans fortune may grow out at heeles, 

Giuc you good morrow. 

(7/iy?.The Duke’s too blame in this,twill be ill tooke. 

Exit, 

Kent. GooA King, that mutt approue the common faw. 

Thou out of hcauens benedii^ion comett 
To the warme Sunne. 

Appeoach thou beacon lo this vnder-globe. 

That by thy comfortable beames I may 
Periife this letter, nothing almoft fees my wrackc 
But mifcry,! know tis from Cordelia, 

Who hath moft fortunately bene informed 
Of ray obfcured courfe.and lhall finde time 
From this enormious ftate.feeking to giue 
Lottes their remedies.all weary and oucr-watcht, 

Take vantage heauy eies not to behold 
This ttumcfull lodging; Fortune goodnight, 

Smile, once more lurne thy wheele. 

Enter Edgar, 

Edgar, Iharc my felfc proclaim’d, 

And by the happy hollow ofaTree, 

Efcapt the hunt,no Port is free, no place 
That guard,and moft vnufall vigilcnce 

Doft not attend my taking while I may fcape, 

I will preferue my felfc, and am bethought 
To take the bafeft and moftpooreft ttiape. 

That euer penury in contempt of man. 

Brought neere to beaft ; my face ile grime with filth, 

Blanket my loines,elfe all my haire with kno,ts, ■ i 




durftnotdoit, 
worfe then murder. 



And with prefented niikednes out-face 

The winde,and pcrfecution ofthe skie. 

The Country giucs me proote and prclident 

Of 5fd/<i»»bcggcrs,who with roring voices. 

Strike in their numb'd and mortified bare Armes, 

Pins.wooden prickcs,nailes, fprigs of rofemary. 

And with this horrible obieft fronri low feruice, 

Poore pelting villages,fliecp-coatcs, and millcs, _ 

Sometime with lunaticke bans,fometimc with praters 

Enforce their charity, poore r«r^^<»d,poore r«w. 

That’s fomethingyet,£%4r I nothing am. £xtt, 

Enter King, and a Knight* 

Lear.Txi ftrange that they ftiould fo depart fton 

Andnotfendbackemymcffengcr. 

Knight. As I learn’djthc night before there was 

No purpofc of his rcmouco 

Kcwf.Haile to thee uoblc Matter. . 

Af 4 r.How,mak’ft thou this ftiame thy paftirae 
FM&.Ha,ha,looke, he weares crcwell garters, 

Horfes are tide by the heeles, dogs and bearcs 

By the neckc.munkics by the loiucs, and men 

By the legs,when a man s ouer-lufty at legs, 

^hen he weares wopden neather-ftockes. 

What’s he,that hath fo much thy pl?cc miftooki 
thee here ? 

■ Kent.lt is bdth'he ahd Ihe^your 

■ ifiW.No. 

‘ Kent.Yes. . 

Lear. No I fay. 
iTwt.l fay yea. 

Z,f4r.No,no,thcy w 
iC^»r.Ycs they bane. 

Lear,By Jttpiter I fw care w , » v y 
They would not,could not do it,tis 
To do vpon refpeft fuch violent out-rage, 

Kefoluc me with all modeft haftc, which way _ 

E Thou 



Thoumaiftdcfcruejorthcygu^poircijusffage,; ; 

Commingfromvs, ^ ' [-...’.Ki.. ,,.; , -V , , ,' 

Lord, when at t heir Home 

I did commend your Highi7fi|fe L^ ./. 

Ere I was rifen A;om tjrc jilacc.that^^ ; 

My duty kiieding,came tiiere4 teekiug p , ' 

Stewd in his haftj;',halfel7reatl:)le/r5^ 

From his MiRris,falutatiqns,. 

Ddiuered letters fpite of ihtcriniffion, -ff . 

Which prcfcritly they rjeadji^onvyhofe contents . 

They fummorid vp thcixnicniftraighttqqkehorfe, , 

Commanded me to follow, and attend thcleifure 
Of their anfwcr,gaue me cold lookes. 

And meeting hecre the other Meflenger^ : . * 

Whofe welcome I pcrceiu’d had poifoned mine, ^ 

Being the very fellow that of. latC; ’ . ^ 

Difplaid fo faweily againfl your Highneffe, 

Hauing more man then wit aboiitme,drew} j,' . 

He raifed the houfc, with loud and coward cries, , ■ 

Your fonne and daiighter found this trefpaffc WPtth 
This fhame which here it fuffers. • ; ; :r ' 

Lexr.O how this mother fwels.vp toward my, hearth 
dowric-thou diming forrpw, . . . 

Thy element’s beloWjWhere is this daughter ? , 

With the Earle fir within, 
ic 4 r.Follow m^notjftay there, 

Knight, Made youito more offence then you fpeake^ 
J^#»r.No,h 6 w chance the" King comes with fo fmalla trains ? 
Foolc. If thouhadft beene fet in the ftockes for that queflion, 
thou hadft well deferued it, 

TTe^r.Why foole ? i, , 

Foole.Wecl fet thee tofchoolc to.an Ant, to teach thcetbet’s 
no labouring in the winter, all that follow their n9fcs,are,leclby 
their eyes, but bJindc raen,and there’s not a nbfe among a hun- 
dred, but can fmdlhim that’s ftincking ; let goe tHy holdwb*n 
3 great whcelc runs downe a.hill, leaft it breake thy neckewitn 
following it, but the gfc|i? ohs that goes yp the billet him, draw 







1. f -f when a wifeman giues thee iJctier counfell, gtue mce 

mmVaV'««N * 

jndfoJlffstesbmfwftrmi , 

jff'iUpacks vtbfif it begins to rAtite^ 
jfffdleaHetheemtJseJrorme. ; ,j,. 

[Andlet^thkvtffrtt^M^^ \ 

’j^ekndnetHrnesfoelethatrHKMS 
Thefoaiim^^tteferdj. 

Where learnt ybU this^f^^^^ ' 

Ftf^/^.Not in the ftockes, 

Enter Lear and Glocefl'er., 

J>4T.Deny to fpcaice with me ? th’are ficke,th arc weary , 

They traueld hard to ni|ht,th,earciuftice,V , 

I the images of rcuolt'apd flying on» • 

howvnremoucablcandfixtheisinhisownccourfc. ^ ; 

Lc4r.Vcangcai1ce,death,plague,c6rifufion, 

ty 5 why Clocefier,Glocefii!^-V£t fpc^kc -^ith the Duke of Come- 
»><etf,and his wife. 

.Th^Kfug toultfpcakc with dcarc father 

Would with his daughter fpeake, commands her fetu^^^^^ _ 

. Fiery Dukc,tell the hot Duke that iwr, ^ 

Nobutnotyet.maybehcisno^vell, . i '>i 

Infirmity doth ftill neglea all office, whefe toour health 

Is bound.we arc not our rdues,when-narore being oppteft,_ _ 
Commands the mitide tp fiiffet wUh thebodyjile forbeate, , 

And am fallen outWfthm^ more-headier Will, _ : 

To take the indifpofed and fickly 

Death on my ftate,whercforp (liould he fitnere? , u' j 

This aae pctfwadcs’fec.thit this remotion oftheDukc& hdr 

. E a 








r ThelfimjyifKfngLMr: 

Is prftaife.oncly giuc roc my fcruant foorth j 

Tell the Duke and s (peake with them 

NoWptcfently,bid them come forth and hearc me. 

Or at their chamber doorc He beate the drum 

Till it cry fleepe to death. 

G/fi?.! would haue all well betwixt you. 

Lear.O my heart ! my heart. 

FoeU, Cry to it Nunckle, as the Cockney did to the Eef« 

when Ibc put them vp i’th paftc aliuc,(he rapt vm ath coxcombs 

with a fticke,and cryed downc wantons, downe; twasherbro 

ther,thatinpurekindncfletohishorfe,butterd hishay. 

Suter Df^ and Regatta 
Lear. Good morrow to you both. 

2)«^.Hailc to your Grace. 

am glad to fee your Highnefle. 

Lear.T{egaH,l thinke you are,I know what reafon 
I haue to thinke fo j if thou fl»ouldft not be glad, 

I would diuorcc me from thy mothers toombe * 

Sepulchring an adultcreffe,yca,are you free ? * 

Some other time for that.Beloued 
Thy filler is naughtjO flie hath tied 
Sharpe tooth’d vnkindneffe, like a vulture hccrc. 

I can fcarfe fpeake to thee.thou’t not beleeue. 

Of how depriued a quality,© 2^4». 

Reg.l pray fir take patience,! haue hope 
You lefle know how to value her defert,. 

Then (he to flacke her duty. 

X.e4r,\i^y curfes oh her, 
fir,you are olde. 

Nature on you Bands onthe very verge of her Confine^ 

You Ihottld be ruled and led by fome diferetion, 

That difcerncs your Bate better then you your felfe. 

Therefore I pray, that to our fifler you do makereturncj. 

Say you haue. wrongd her fir. , . , ^ . 

Z.e4r.Askeher forgiueneffe, 

Do youmatkehow this becomes the houfei' 

Dcare 




rheUinorytf KingLeaf, 

ncare daughter,! .confeffe that I am old, 

Returne you to my lifter. 

Letery^oRegany , ‘ 

She hath abated me of halfe my traine, _ 

Looki backe vpon mc,fttoke me with her tong , 

Moft ferpent-hke vpon the v inoratcfull top. 
All the ftot’d vengeances of hcauen fall on net 

IntoherfcornfuUeies,infeaher beauty. 

You Fen fuckt fogs.drawne by the powcrfull Sunne, 



Dwels 





TheHfBory if King Luri 
Dwels inthe fickle gr^cc of her he followcs,. . 
Outvarlctjfrommyfighr.: 

D»'<f.VVhat mearics your Grace ? 

Enter 

gon.Who ftrucke my fcruanc ? Regan.l haue good hope 
Thou didft not know ant,' : ’ . 

Z»Mr. Whocomes here ^ O' heauehs ! 

If you do loueolde men,ifyou fwcet fway alow 
Obedience,ifyour lelues areold,raakc ityourcaufe, • 

Send downe and take my part j : - i 

Artnotafham’d tolookcvpon thisbeard? r!'- f . ■ 

0 ^c^4«jwiltthou take her byth)C!lMnd? ; ' .'r , 

Why not by the hand firjbd.w hatic I ofiendcd ? r 
All’s not offence that indifcrctiondhidcs,^*') - ~ ,•/( r 
And dotage tearmes fo. . ■ :i 

Ae<«r.O fidcs^yourafctod^oiighi 'i 

Will you yet hold ? how caifee my man i’th ftockes ? r 
D»ks> I fct him there, but his owne diforders 
Dcferu’dmuchleffcaduanccmcnt. 

You ; did you ? 

. I pray you father being weake,fceaie fo. 

If till the expiration of your moneth. 

You will returne and foiournc with my fitter, •’ 

Difmifljng balfe your traine, come then tome, 1 } 

1 am now from horne.and out of that prouifion 
Which fhall be needfull for your entertainment. 

Ie4T.Returne to her,and fifty men difmift? 

No, rather 1 abiure all roofes,and chufc 
To wage againtt the enmity of the ayre. 

To be a Comrade with the Wolfe and Owlc* 

Neceflitics flnarpcpinch,returne with her ; 

Why the hot blood in Trance,x.\\it dowerles 
Tooke our yongett borne, I couldas welhbe brought 
To knee his Throne.and Squire-like perifion 
To keepe bafe lifeafootc ; rcturne with 
Perfwade me rather to be flauc and fumpter > 





Themti^Xhgle^ri 

To thiitoeM groom'- ' ; 

K rather a difeaftthat lies Withm my fie^. , 

Sguefore.animboffedcarb^^^^^^^^^^ 

SrS'Com^ : 

honotbid the thunder-bearer Ihootc, - . 

Nor tell tales of thee to high judging /»w, 

S^a rhoo c,nft.bc botret .. rhy 

I can be patient,! can ftay with Eegaay 

No. .iprooidoa fotyoor fitmlcomr, ■ 

Gioe care to my fift'..fot . . 

That mingle reafon with your paflion. 

Mutt be content to thinke you arc 

Butfticknoweswhatlhcdoes;- :J ; fi' . - , 

: • 

lolV. e”mft fo io«mberiho» m a hoote ^ 

Luia iany poop\.'vndrt mo commioa, » 

Wc^coaKwe^Wify<i«'Wmcomoto.i^^ : _ • ; 

(For now 1 rpieVdaDger)Ientreateyou^ : - v: - • 

Tobringbutfiuc.andtwcrity,toiio.more — J 

Wil\l glue place or nPticci . 

IiWr.IgaueyoualU . - 



7heM!tcYyofKinglMf, 

Reg.hnd in good cimc yo&gaue ic. 

i'M^'.Made you my guardians, my dcpofitaries. 

But kept a rcfcruation to be followed 
With fuch a number, what,muft I come to you 
With fine and t wenty,^(r^4»,faid you fo ? 

And (peak t againe my Lord, no more with me. 

wicked creatures yet do feemc wcll-fauour’d 

When others are more wicked,not being the wotft 
Stands in fomerankeofpr3ife,IIc go with thee * 

Thy fifty yet doth double fiue and twenty, * 

And thou art twice her loue. * 

C(7».Hcare me my Lord ; 

What need you fiue and twenty, ten, or fiue. 

To follow in a houfe, where twice fo many* 

Haue a command to tend you? > 

^(f^<<«.What needs one? ■ ' 

£-e<sr.O reafon not the deed jOur bafeltbcggers' . A 
Are in the pooreft thing fuperfliious. 

Allow not nature more then nature needs, : 

Mans life’s as cheap as bcafts; thou art a Lady, 

Ifonely togowarmeweregorgious, . ! 

Why nature needs not what thou gorgious weareft, 

Which fcarfcly kcepes thee watme,but for true need. 

You heauens giue me that patience,patience I need. 

You fee me heere (you Gods) a poorc old fellow. 

As full of greefe as age, wretched in bothj 

If it be you that ftirres thefe daughters hearts 

Againft their Father,foole me not too much, ; ; v , i , 

To bearc it lamely,touch me with noble anger, i 

0 let not womens weapons, water drops r. 

Staine my mans checkes,no you vnnaturall hags, 

1 will haue fuch reuenges on you both, • . 

That all the world (ball -I will do fuch things. 

What they are,yet 1 know not, but they (hall be 

The terrors of the earth ; you thinkeilc weepe, 

Nojile not weepe,I haue full caufc of weeping. 

But this heart (hall breake in a thoufand flowes 



Ere 




Ere ilc weepe ; 6 foolc,I (ball go mad« 

i Exeunt ligAryGlocefierJCeHtj^ttaFeitt 

®«%.Lct VS withdraw, twill be a ftoruic. 
jRf^.This houfc is litile,the old man and his people. 

Cannot be well beftowedt 

GonX\i his ownc blame hath put himfdfefrom iftft,. 

And rouft needs tafte his folly* 

,R<r^.Fot his particular,ile rcceiuc him gladly. 

But not one follower, , A. , ^ 

DHh,So am I purpofd>where is my Lord of GtKesfer ? 
fhrdr GUcefter. 

2 J«^.FolIowcd the old man forth,hc is return’d. 

G/i 7 .The King;is in high tage,and wiUI know not whether, 
good to giue him way ,he leads himfclfc, 

<7^,My L<;>rj^,enircaichira by no meanes to flay. 
G/tf.Alacke,thc night comes on,and the bleafce windes 
Do forcly ruCfclUfor, many miles about there’s not . a bulb, 

(iritp wilful! men. 

The iniurics that they themfclu«s procure, 

Muft be their fchoplc^mafiets,lbut vpyout doorcs. 

He is attended with a defperate traine. 

And what they may incenfc him too,beingapt>' 

To haue his eare abufed jW.if6ddroebids feare. ; r "• ' \ 

i)«%.Shut vp your doorcs my Lord^tis a wilde night, . 

My counfels well, come out ath ftorrac. 

Exeunt 

Enter Kent and a Gentleman at fener all deem, _ 
Xfwr.What s heere befide foule weather ? 

Ge«r.Onc minded like^heweatbw^raoftvnquktly, ■ 
know.you.whete’s the King ?. 

Gtfwi.CoiKending with thefretfoll Element, 

Bids the winde blow thr eartih iniio the fea. 

Or fwell the curled waters boue the main®,; 

That things might change or ccafe.teares his wbitebwrei ^ 

Which the impetuous blafls with eielefTcfage 
Catch in theitfiiry,a 0 dmake nothing ofj 
Sttiues in his little world of maiuo putHfcbrnei 

^ F • The 






The Hilt f ry djf Kii^ Ledrl 
The tbft and fro conflicting winde and raine,' 

This night wherein the cub-drawne Beare would COilch^/ 

The Lyon, and the belly ftinchcd Wolfe 
Keepe theit fiirrc dry ,vnbonncted he runnes. 

And bids what will take all, 

A’^»r.BntwhoisMvithhitn? 

.None but the foole, who labours to out-left 
His heart ftrookeiniuries. 

KetttSxr I do know you, 

And dare vpoh the warrant of my Arte, 

Commend a deate thing to you, there is diuifion, 

Although as yet the face of it be couer’d 
With mutuall cunning, twixt jilhnj and CormaU, 

But true it is, from France there comes a power 

Into this fcatterd kingdom, who already wifei^our negligence 

Haue fccret fee in fome of our beft Ports, 

And ate at point to fliew their open banner^ ^ - 

. Nowtoyoujifonmycrcditeyoudatebuildfofarre, 

To make your fpeed to Doner, 'jo\x (hall finde ' 

Some that will thanke you,making iuft report • 

Of how vnnaturall and bemadding forrow , 

The King hath eaufe to plaine ; 

* 1 am a Gentleman of blood and breeding. 

And from fome knowledge and affurance, 

Offer this Office to you. 

will talke farther with you. 

Ke«?.Nodonot, 

For confirmation that I much more 
Then my outwall.open this purfe and take 
What it containesjif you flball fee ^erdelia, ^ 

As doubt not but you ftiall,fhew her this ring. 

And (he vrtll tell you who your fellow is. 

That yet you do not know, fie on this ftoimc, 

Iwill goefecketheKing. r < 

.Giuc me your hand, haue you no more to fay t 

Aewr.Fcw words,but to effeft more then all yet. 

That when we blue found the King, 




Thtl£3«yif ltiiig U». 

n. >M. W«y,y«» “ “s'"* 

On bim,holloW the Other. 

Enter tettremA teeU. 

1 Blow winde and crackeyour cheekes,rage,blow 

r Jnn'SekM, and Hitewios fpo« J>“ r “ 

iTe B«plc>.driw»^ the cnck«. folphaona and 

Th»anhtexea>tingfire.,Tannt.o.na.M 

l&aoinethundetJjoltsdingniywhiteht.^ 

And thou all^aking thundcr,froite flat 

^JctUcrotundit/oftheworld ctacke^ 
Mold,allGetmains fpillat oncetbatmakc 

^"S^N^JI’ckleiGourtholy water ina 

Isbetterthcnthisrainewateroutadoore, 

Good Nunckle in, and aske thy ^ . 

Here’s a night pitties ney tber wife man nor foole. 
£e^.RLblethy bellyfiilUpitfire^^^^^^^ 

Plcafure.hcre I ftand your flaue,a poorc, iufirmc,weake,an 
Dcfptfcd old man>utyetl call you 

**F«idnHe that has a houfe Ik. hVad^hai any the 

peecc the codpcece that will houfe before the head,has any tnc 

cry woe, and turnehis fleepe to. wake, for there was neuer ye 
fake womaa,but flic made mouthes in a glafled ; . 

Ae4r.No,lwillbethepaiteroeofallpatience,' 

1 will fay nothing. , ' • 

Enter Kept, 

, ftet.Who's there? -;-i 



The King Uir, 

a ^^*'^** graccand atodpis^jat’s a wifcman and 

Alaflc fir, fit you hccrc > 

Things that louc night^oucnotfochjit-ghts as thcfe j 

The wrathfull Skies g»Uow;^be very wanderer of che 
Darkcisnd makes (hem keepexhekr esBeSy 
Since I was man, filch (heetesof fire, . 

Such burfts of horrid thunder^uch grones of 

Roring windca^nd raioe,Inei« ncmetwbec 
To haue heard,mans naturecannot carry 
The affliiStion,nor the force, ' 

Z>f4rXet the great Gods that'keq>e this dresdfu]| 
Thundring ore our head$,(inde out their enemies tioWy 
Tremble thou wretch that haft within thee 
Vndivulged crimes„vowhipt of luftice, ^ 

Hide thee thojublbudy handjthoupctiut’d, and ' ^ 

Thou fimular man of vettue that an inceftious* 

Caytiffc in peeces (hake,that vnder coucf t 
And conuenient feeming,haft pra<ftifed on mans life, 

Clofc pent vp guilts, riuc your concealed centers^ 

And cry thefedreadfull fiimmoners grace, 

1 am a man more find againft their finning. 

A^rer.Alacke bare headed, gracious my Lord, hard by here is 
a houell,fome friendftiip will it lend you gainft the tempeft, re- 
■pofe you there, whilft I to this hard houfe, more hard then is the 
ftone whereof tis rais’d, which euen but now demanding after 
me,denide me to come in, returne and force their feanted curter 
fie. 

Ae^r.My wit begins to tome. 

Come on my boy,how doft my boy,art cold ? 

I am cold my felfe, where is this ftraw my fellow^ 

The art ofour nccelfities is ftraflge,thac can 
Makevildethmgsprecious,comeyoahouellpoc»ie^- 
Foole and knaue,I haue one partof my heart 
That forrowes yet for thee. 

KmU, He that has a little tine wit,with hey ho the winde and 
the raine,muft make content with his fortunes fit, for the raine, 

it 
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EHterGioeefieTi^dthe B^fidr'd T»ith lights. 

CM. Alackc.alackes-Ed*«5<i I Hkc h« 

Vnnatarall dealing, *«hen 1 dfcfttedthmirlca^^ 

That I might pitty him, they toofce (torn n»c . 

The vfc ofmiie ownc hbufe.thargd meon pame 
Of their difplcafure,ncith'cr to fpeake of him, 

Eiurcatcforhim,noranywayfuftamchiro. , m„tec 

Moft fauaecalid vnhaturalL ^ r A r * 

Clofi.Go too,fay you nothing, there's a diuifion bctwixtthc 
And a worfe matter thcnthat,Ihatte«ceiued 
A letter this flight, tis dangerOUstbbe 
I haue lockt the letter in my Glofctitheft linuries 

The King now bearcs, will be rcuertged home i 
There’s part of a pbwbr alrtSdy lande^^^^ 

WemuftinclinctotheKmgjl'vinllftekch^ 

And priuily rclceucliith ; go you aiid tnamtaine talke 
With the D ukcjthat my charity be not of him 
Percciued ; if he aske for itiCjl am ill,ahd gone ■ 

To bed,though I die for it,as no lefle is thfe^ 

The King my old Maflef thuft be reiw»ied,there is 
Some ftrange thing towafd,£d^<if, pray you be carefu 

®47?.This courtefie forbid theiifoall the 

And of that letter tOifHH fCehies a fairc dcleruing,^ ■ 

And mu ft draw tome that which riiy father lafcs,itolctic 

Thena»,th«iybng€rrifcswhenth<t61d<foM^^^^^ 

Enter L€xr.K«ui^Mt«oU. , ^ 

toHere is the pli'ce ih^Lordigobd my Lotd^ 

■ rany <^theopewnight’s too iiiffoTottiiture to endure, 

Le4r,Let me alone. 

Kwt.Gobdmy Lord eftter, 

Ic4/.WiIt breiake ftiyl^tT j , t «i«ir ^ > 

Kent.l had rather breaks mine owne,good my Lord enter.^ 

F 3 
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tearJhoM thinkft tis nineh,that this crulcmious ftotihe 
Inuades vs to the skin,fo tis to thee. 

But where the greater malady is fixt. 

The leffer is fcarl'c fclc.thou wouldft fliun a Beare, 

But if thy flight lay toward the raging fea, 

Thoud’ft mecte the beareit’h mouth,when the mind’sfre^ 

The bodies delicate.the tempeft in my minde, 

Doth from my fences take all feeling elfe, 

Saue what beares their flliall ingratitude. 

Is it not as this mouth (hould teare this hand 
For lifting food to it ? but I will punifh Aire j 
No I will weepe no more ; in fuch a night as this ! 

O your old kinde father 

Whofc franke heart gauc you all,0 that way madnefle Iles^ 

Let me Ihunne that,no more of that, 

^e»r.Good my Lord enter. 

Z#4r.Prcthee go in thy felfe,fceke thy owne cafe. 

This tempefl will not giue me leaue to ponder 
On things would hurt me more,but lie go in, 

Poore naked wretchcs,wherc fo ere you are 
That bide the pelting of this pittilefle night. 

How fhall your houfc-lcflc heads,and vnfed Ades, 

Your loopt and windowed raggednefle defend you 
From feafons fuch as thefe.O Ihauetane 
Too little care of this, take pbyflckcpompe, 

Expofc thy felfe to.fcele what wretches feele. 

That thou maifUhake the fuperflux to them. 

And fliew the heauens more iuli. 

FooU.Qomt not in here Nuncklc,herVs a lpirit,helpc nae,help 
me. 

iCe»r.Giue me thy hand, who’s there ? 

. FWc. A Ipiritjhe fayes hit name ispopre 7 o«9. 

Kent.' What art thou that doft grumble, therein the flraw? 
comefoorth. 

Edg.hvnyf the foule fiend followes tncj through the fiiarpe 
hathornc blowes the cold winder, gpe-to thy cold bed & warme 

thee,- , 







* The of King Lear, 

■ Haft thou giuen all to thy two daughtcrs,and art thou 

'®'lij*®‘Shoe\ucs any thing to pooreTeiw, whom the foule. 

u'f^!lrl^oushfirc,andthroghfoord, and whirh-poolcj 

fiend hath led . kniucs vnder his pillow, & 

orebogandqu^ ratsbane by his pottage, madchimproud 
l(altets.nh.spuc£et ra^ P fo^^e iocht bridg- 

of heatt.co nde ^ , „aitor, blcfl-c thy fine wits, 

whirlc.windcs,ftarre.bl«fting, 6c 

Terns a cold, charity .whom the foule fiend vexes, 

SiOMth* hauc fubdued nature 

To fuch a lowncflc Jbut his vnkmdc daughters, 

Isitthefafhionthatdifcarded fathers. 

Should hauc thus little mercy on then nelJs, 
ludiciodspuniihment.twas this flclh 

sf-rwa coW night «m tumc vs sll to fooles 8t raadmeo. 
Ur Tske heed o^ihe foule fiend, obey thy pitOTts,lteepe thy 

•?Wn» 






KenrMovi fares your Grace ? 
LMr.What’she ? 

^Te»f , W hofc there ? wha t ift youTe.ckc ? 
GM. What arc y oir there ? Vour names. 



the toadfjj the 



Hilfory, ^ KiifgUaf\ 

tyoiiiii 

prey, let not the crccking of ibooes, nor the ruQiqgs of filke* 
betray thy poore heart to women, keepg thy foote. om of hro 

ihcll,thy hand out of placket,thy pen, from lenders booke and 
dehe the foule fiend ,11111 through the hathorne blowcs the colde 
yyinde,hay no on ny,Dolphin my bpy,irjy bpy,ceafe let him trot 
by. , ■ 

^ Ze-ir .Why thou wert better fn thy graue,tj)cn to anfwer with 
tliy vnep^ered body this extremity, of the skies; is man no more 
but this ? confider him well,thou oweft the worme no filke, the 
beaft no hide,thc (beep no wopll,thc cat npperfume,hcrs three 
ones are iophifticatcd, thou art the thing it fclfe, Vnaccptnpda. 
ted man is no more but fuchapppre bwefpcikc 4 Animaia*»l’~ 
art,oft,ofr you leadings, come on be true, 

Ftw/e.PrithceNuncklc be content, this is a haughty ... 
fwim in,now a little fire in a wildebeldj werelikc an old lechers 
heart,a ffnall fparkc,ali the reft in body colde, lopkebcr^ comes 
a walking fire. - 

■ EnUr^^TcJier^ 

£^,This is the foulq ^end StrberdegtbiP^' he begins atcurfur, 
and walks till thefirft cockc3hcgins the wcbi ihc pinqucucr ihc 
eye, and makes the hart lip^mildewcs the white wheate, & hurts 
the poore creature of carth,fwithald footed thrke.thc oldc aricl. 
thu night Moore and her nine fold bid her, O ligh^ and her troth 
plight and arintthccjwith arint thee/ 

rj 



Sdg,VooxG Tcim,ihit cates the fwimming frpg, 
toade poldjihe wall-\v0rt,and the watcr,that in it 
hcart,whcnthcfpuleficnd,ragc,s, . 

Eates cowdupg for fallets/wailowes the ojl,d rat»and 

the greene mantle oftbe ftanding noole, who is 
whipt from ty thing to.tytbing, and i^pck^punitfit and iroprifo. 
nedjwho hath had three futcS;to Ids b^ck.e, fixe,lidrts tpbis bo- 
dy,horfe to ride, and weapon to wcarc, , ' ' 

But 
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. Cut Mice and Rais,andfuchfmall Deere, 

Hath bcene Tomi food for feuen long ycarc. 

Beware mv followcr,peacc fnulbug.Dcacc thou fiend.. 
G/tf^l,What,haih your Grace no better company? ^ 

fd^.ThePtince ofdarknes isaGentlcman, «wde hec $ called, 
and bloud is growne fo vildc my Lord, that it 

doth hate what gets it. 

GoTnSme.my duty cannot fuffer t°obcy in al your 
damiters hard commands, though their imunaion be to barre 
my doorcs,and let this tyranous night take hold ypon y°“> y« 
E venter’d tocomefeckc youout, and bnngyou where 



ThelUlt4ry«f KhgLedt, 

way my Lord. 

Ltfdr.With him I will kecpe ftiil.with n>y Philofopher, 

Kent, Good iny Lord footh hitnflec him take the fellow, 
(7/^.Takc himyou on. 

^<?«f.Strra come on, go along with vs, 

/jtfrfr.Come good Athenian. 

G/<y?.No words, no words,hu(h. 
jE<i^.Childe Rowland^to the darke townc <ome» 

His word was ftill fyc,fo,and fum, 

I fmell the blond of a Britifh man. 

Enter (^trtmall and 'Bajiard. 

Com.l will haue my rcuengc ere I depart the houlc. 
B^.How my Lord I maybe ccnfured,that nature thus giues 
way to loyalty,lome-thing fearei me to thinkeof. 

Corw.I now perceiue it was not altogether your brothers euil 
difpolition made him feckehis death, but a prouoking merit) fet 
a workc by a reproueablc badneffe in himfclfe* 

3^.How malicious is my fortune, that I muft repent to bee 
iuft? this is the Letter hefpokeoff, which approues him an in. 
tclligent partie to the aduanrages of France, O heauens,that his 
trealon were, or not I the detcfler, 

Cor».Go with me to the Dutches. 

54/?. If the matter of this paper be certaine, you haue mighty 
bunnefleinhand. 

^or».Trucorfalfe,ithathmadetheeEarleof Glocejier, fccke 
out where thy father is, that he may be ready for our apprehen- 
lion. 

I finde him comforting the King, it will fluffe his fnf- 
pition more fully, I will perfeucre in my cour fe of loyalty,thogh 
the conflicSi be fore betweene that aisd my bloud. 

Corn, I will lay truft vpon thee, and thou (halt finde a dearer 
father in my loue, 

Enter GleceJler,Le(tryKeHt^«eUyand Tern. 

Clojt, Here is better then the open ayrc,take it thankfully, I 
yvillpccceoutthc comfort with what addition I can, Iwillnot 

be 






po^ of bis wits haue giuen way to impatience, 
fpits come hifling in Ypon them. 

tanieneflc of a Wolft, a 

horfes health,! boyesloue,or a whores oath. 

iw.It Qiall be done,! will arraigne them ftraight. 

Come fit thou hcere moft learned 

Thou faplcnt fir,fit heerc,now you ibce foxes-^ . 7 

^ £)fe,Looke where he ftands and glars, wantaihouetesattit- 

allraadam, come ore the broome 5# to me. 

Fae/e.lier boat hath a leake,and fhe muft not fpeak, 

Whvihe dares not come ouer to thee. r-u. 

Edf The foulc fiend haunts poore Tbw in the voyce of a night- 

ing£!Hoppedancecrie,mr.«sbelW^ 

CrokenotblackeAngell,lhauenpfoodforthee. ^ . 

Kent. How do you fir ? ftatid you not fo amax d, will you he 

downe and reft vpon the Cuftiions? . rr,h 

Lear.Jle fee their triall firft,bting in their euidcncc,thou rob- 
bed man of iufticc take thy place, & thou his yoke-fellow ot e- 
quiiy, bench by his fide, you are o*th 

^£d.Let vs dcale iuftly.fleepeft or walceft thou lolly Ihepheard, 
Thv Qiecpc bee inthe come, and for bnc blaft bfthy immikm 
moutb,thy fheepe (hall take noharme;Pur the cat is gray. 

Lc 4 r.Arraigneher firft.tis GonmU, I here take my oath before 
this-honourable alfembly (he kickt the poore King her father. 
Fflo/f.Come hither Miftrc(fe,is ypur name GomrtU. 

' Zir4r.Shecannotdcnyit. a i 

• rWe.Cryyoumetcy,Itookeyouforajoyntftoole. 

Lf 4 r.And heres another whofe warpt lookes proclai(ne 

What ftorc'hcr heart is made an,ftop her there, 

G » Armes, 







rheliinoYj»f KkgiMrl 
Armes.armeSjfwordjfirc, corruption in the place 
FalfeluftUer.why baft thou let her feape? ^ * 

fd^.Bleflelhy fiue wits. 

Kent.O pitty lir,where is the patience now. 

That yon fo oFt haue boafted to retainc. 

Edg. My teares begin to take his part fo much, 

They’l marre my counterfeting. 

Lfrfr.Thclittledpgs andallj 
7r^, '2/^w<r6, and .SM'eer-Wrjfee they barke at me, 
Edg.TemwWX throw his head at them, auaynt you curs. 

Be thy mouth, or blacke or white, tooth that poifons if it bite, 
Maftiue,Gray-houndjMungrel,Grim-hotmd,ot Spanicll,Brach 
orHim, Bobtailctike, orTvundlc-taile, TVwwill make them 
weepe and waile. For with throwing thus my head, dogs leape 
the hatchjand all are flcd,loudIadoodla, come march to wakes 
and faires,and market townes,poore Tern thy home is dry, 
Lear.Thm let them anotomize Regan,^^ what breeds about 
her, 

Hart is there any caufe in nature that makes this hardneffe ; 

Y ou fir, I entertaine you for one of my hundred, 

Onely I do not like the faihion of your garment ; you’I fay 
They are Perfian attire, but let them be changed. 
iCe«r.Now good my Lord lie here a while. 

Le^r.Make no noife,make no noife, draw the Curtaines, fo, 
fo,fo,wec’l go to fupper in the morning, fo,fo, fo. 

Enter Glocefier. 

Clofi.Come hither friend, where is the King my mafter ? 
Keat.Hetc fir,but trouble him not,his wits are gone, 

Clofi. GooA friend,! prethee take him in thy armes,. 

I haue ore-heard a plot of death vpon him. 

There is a Litter ready,lay him in it,and driuc towards DeutTt 
friend. 

Where thou (halt meetehoth'welcome andproteflion ; take vp 
thy mafter. 

If thou fhouldft dally halfe an houre^his life with thine. 

And all that offer to defend bim.ftand in affured Ioffe, 

. Take 



The Hi^ory of Ktttg . 

T.k. to keepe.to'i follow me th« wiU to feme ptouifio 

Gioe thee quickc condua. 

Oppreffed nature ficcp€S, , • /* 

S>« wr' ‘‘'y “‘y 

nhd ComCjCotnCjaway* 

£?wLn ;e our’bettcrs fee bearing our woes, 

Wc fcarfely thtake our mifcncs our foes. 

Who alone fuffcrs.mofti’thmindc, 

Leauing free things and happy dio wes behindc 

risssscss-.'--. 

Hechildedaslfathcrd.Tffwaway, • 

Marke the h>gh noifes.and thy ielfe bewray, . ^ 

When falfe opinion, whofe wrongthoughts defile thee. 

In thv iuft proofe repeals and reconciles thee. 

What willhap mote to night,fafe fcape the King, 

' Lutke,lurke. 

Enter Taprd. 

Corn.VoRc fpeedily to my Lord your husband,ftiew him this 

The army o“fr4«ccislanded,feeke outthcviUaineCM^rr. - 

ii^^tiw.Hanghiminftantly. ^ 

bound to the like# , • 

Our poftc (hall be fwift and intelligence betwixt 

i:-...!,-ii fiftet.farwell niv Lord of Clocejter. 




The »f King Leer, 

Enter Steward. 

StewMy Lord of Glecefier hath conueycd him hence ’ 

Some fine or fixe and thirty of his Knights hotqucftrits after 
him,mct him at gate, who with fome other of the Lords depen- 
dants are gone with him towards Xouer, where they boaM^ 
haue well armed friends. ^ 

Corn. Get horfes for your miftris. 

(je«;.Farwell fwcee Lord and fitter. 

S xit Con, and "Safi. 

Corn. Edmund farwell ; go feeke the traitor G/ece^rr, 

Pinion him like a thccfe,bring him before vs, * 

Though wc may not pafle vpon his life 
Without the forme of iuttice,yet our power 
Shall do a ciittefie to our wrath,which men may blame 
But not controle ; who’s there,the traitor f 

Enter Glocefier thought in ly two or three, 
^e^.Ingratefull Fox tis he. 

Certf.Binde fatt his corky armes. 

G/o/?. What meanes your Graces,good my friends confider, 
You arc my gucfts,do me no fonle play friends. 

Bindc him I fay. 

^e^.Hard,hard,0 filthy traitor ! 

<7/o^. Vnmcrcifull Lady as you arc,I ani true. 

Corn. To this chairebinde him,villaine thou ttialtfind-^^^ 
Clofi.^y the kindc Gods tis raoft ignobly done> to plucke me 
by the beard. 

ifej-.Sowhitc,andfuch a Traitor, (my chin, 

(//efif.Naughty Lady,thcfe haires which thou doftrauilb fi6 
Will quicken andaccule thee, I am your hott : 

With robbers hand$,my hofpi table fauours 
You fhould not ruffcll thus,what will you do ? 

Gor».Comc fir,what letters had you late firora Trance} 

Reg. Be fimple anfwerer,for wc know tb.Cs)sr;Uth, 

Cor». And what confederacy haue yo^ with the traitors lately 
footed in the kingdotne ? . 

E^eg.T o whofc hands haiic you fent the lunatickekingjfp ? 

Glojt* 



TheHinory of King Lear, 

cm haue a letter gucffmgly fet downe. 

Which omeftom one *«’. ofa n«t.aU heart. 

And not from one oppofed. 

Ciirw.Cunning. 

iJsf.And falfc. a ,»• % 

C^.Where haft thou feni the King ? 

£fwS«eto I«o- ? «a« rhou no. eharga a. perill— 
/"i» Wherefore to D«»o-J let him fitft anfwet that. 

^5:um“de,o.-hftalre.«,dlmnltft>na.heeourf.. 
Wherefore to fir? 

CJ&.Bccaufc I would not fee thy cruell nayl^es 

plucke out his poore olde eycs.nor thy fierce fitter ^ 

In his aurynted flefh ra(h 
The fca with fuch a ftotme of hts lou d head 
In hell blacke night endur’d, would haue JjP 
And qucncht the fteclcd fires,yet poore old heart, 

Hcholptthebeaucnstorage, 

If Wolueshad at thy gate heard that dcarne time. 

Thou fhouldfl haue laid, good Potter turnc the avcy. 

All crucls clfe fubfcrib’d.but I (hall jee 

The wineed vengeance ouertake fuch children. 

^ Cflr«.Scc t (halt thou ncuer.fellowes hold the chairc, 

Vpon thofc eies of thine,llc fet my foote. _ 

CloJt.»e that will thinke to liue till he be old 
Giue me fome helpe,6 crucll,6 ye Gods . 

J?<r^.Onc fide will mockc another, tothcr to. 

^orw.Ifyou fee vengeance- — 

5 erw 4 »r.Hold your band my Lord, 

Ihaueferu’dvoueucrfincclwasachilde, K • 

But better feJuice haue 1 neiier done you,then now to bid you 
K;SC,r:rbcard,pn„yo,..cHn.id.<bnkcU 

.biaq.rarrcll,j»h.tdoy<,omca..ef 
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Slfjetiikes ajwcrdyandrms athimhehinde, * 
SerHcMt. Oh I am flaincmy Lord, yet haue you one eye left to 

fee lomc mifchicfe on him,oh ! Hedtes, 

Corn, Leaft it lee more.prcucnt it, out vildc lelly. 

Where is thy lufter now ? 

(jIaH.KW darke and comfortles.wheres my (omeSdmund} 
Edmmd vnbridlc all the fparkes of nature,tp quit this horrid 
a 61 e. 

Reg, Out villaine,thou call!: on him that hates thee, it washec 
that made the ouerture of thy treafons to vs,who is too good to 
pi tty thee. 

(jlofi.O my Follies, then Edgar was abufed, 

Kinde Gods forgiuc me that, and profper him. 

iZe^.Goe, thruft him out at gates,and let him fmell bis way to 
Douer,how ift my Lord ? how looke you ? 

Corn.l hauc receiued a hurt, follow me tady, 

Turne out that cyelcfle villainc,throw this flaue vpon 

The dunghill, I bleed apace,vntitncly 

Comes this hurt,giue me your arme. Exit, 

Seruant.Wt netfer care what wickednefle I do. 

If this man come to good. 

i.Seraant. If Ihe hue long, and in the end meet the old courfe 
oFdeaih, women will all turne monfters. 

1 Let’s follow the o!dEarle,and get the bedlam 
T o lead him where he wouId,his rogilh madneffe 
Alio wes it felfe to any thing, 

a Ser. Goc thou,ile fetch fome flaxe and whites of egges to 
apply to his bleeding face,nbw hcauen helpe him. 



Enter Edgar. 

Edg.Tzt better thus,and knownc to be contemn’d. 
Then dill contemn’d and flattered to be worft. 

The lowcftaiid moft deic£led thing of Fortune 
Stands dill in e5eperic'nce,liues not infearc. 

The lamentable change is from the beft. 

The worft returues to laughter, ' 



Who’s 




Who’s herCjtny father poorcly led,world,world,o world I 
But that thy ftrange mutations make vs hate thee, ^ 

Life would not yceld to age. 

Bnter Glofier kdty an olde mm, 

Oldman.O my good Lord, 1 hauc beneyour tenant, & your 

fatherstenantthisfourefcore—«— 

^/(j/?.Away,gct thee away,good friend begone. 

Thy comforts can do me no good at all. 

Thee they may hurt. 

Old lir,ydn cannot fee your way. 

gio(l,\ hauc no way, and therefore want no eics, 

I ftumbled when I faw,full ofttis fecnc 
Our meanes fecure vs,and our roeerc defeats 
Prooue our commodities j ah deare fonrie Edgar , 

The food of thy abufed fathers wrath. 

Might I but Hue to fee thee in roy tuch, 

Idl fay 1 had eyes againe. 

0/^w<r».How now, who’s there ? 

Godsjwho i ft can fay 1 am at the worfl:, 

I am wotfe then ere I was. 

0/<4»w<<».Tispoore mad T«». 

A^^.And worfe I may be yct,thc worft is not, 

As long as we can fay,this is the worft. 
w<s» .Fellow where goeft ? 

G/o/y.Is it a begger man ? 

0/iii»;;t».Madroan,andbegger top. 
f C/<^.He has fome reafon, die he could not beg, 

VjnthelafinightsftorraelfuchafellowfaWj ; — 

Which made nie tbinke a man a wormc,my fonne 
Came then into my minde, and yet my mindc 

Was then fcarfe friends with him,l hauc heard more flnee. 

As flyes are to’th wanton boyes,are we to th Gods, 

They bit vs for their fport. 

£<^,How Ihould this be ? bad is the trade that muft play the 
foole to forrow,angring it felfc apd others j blcffe thee mafter. 
that the naked fellow ^ , 



theUiUoiyojKiiigLeir, 

Lord. 

ptcthce get thee gonc,if for my fake . 

Thou wilt ore-take vs here a iniTe or twainc . 

Ith’way to Doucrjdo it for ancient louc. 

And bring fomc coueting for this naked foule. 

Who ik entreatc to lead me, 

Alacke fir he is mad. 

Clofi.T\% the times plague, when madmen leade the blinde^ 
Do as I bid thee, or rather do thy pleafure, 

Aboue the reft, be gone. 

Old man.Wt bringhim the beftparrell that Ihaue^ 

Come on’t what will. 
i7/«>.Sirra,nakcd felloWi 

Edg.VooK Toms-i coldjlcannot dance it farther." 
G/o.Cpme hither fellow. 

£i/j^.Bieftc thy fweete cyes,they bleed. 

^/ff.Knowft thou thevpayto Dw/rr? 

£%.Both ftile and gate,horfe-way,and foot-path, 

Poore Tow hath bcene fcatd out of his good wits, 

Blcfie the good man fromthe foule fiend, 

Fiuc fiends hauebeene in poore Tow at once, 

Of luftias Obidim, HobbtdidetJce'P rincc of dumbneffe, 
Mahn of ftealing,/k^c</o of iaiKdcr,Stiberdigebh of Mobing, 
And MohiKg who fincepoffeffes chambermaids 
And waiting women, fo,blcffe thee matter. 

G/o.Herc take this purfe,thou whom the heauens plagues 
Haue humbled to all ftrokesithat 1 am wreiched,roake$ thee- 
The ha|^ier,heauens dealc fo^ftifl. 

Let the fuperfluous and luft-dieted man 

That ftands your ordinance, that will not fee 
Becaufe he doth not fecle,fcele your power quickly, 
Sodiftributionftiouldvnderexccflc, _ 

And each man haue enough .• doft thou know Douer ? 
matter. , 

G/^Thcre is a criffcjwhprehigh andbendmg head 

Lookes firmely in the confined deepe, 

Bring me but to the very brim of it. 




And ile repaire the n^ry tnou ook ocaic. 

With fomething^ about me, 

From that pla|)r^ali I no teadingneed. ^ 

f^.Giueme thy armc,poorc T ora ftiall lead thce« 

Enter CtHerill and B^ard* 

(?tf».Wclcome ray Lord,l maruaile our milde husbatid 
Not met vs on the way : now,- where’s your Matter ? 

Enter Steward. ^ 

5 r#w.Madamc within,but neuer man fo chang'd ; 1 t<5lde him 
of the Army that was landcd,hc fmiled at it,I told him you were 
coroing,his anfwcr was.the worfe ; of Clofiers treachery, and ot 
the loyall feruice of his fonnc,whcn I enformd him,then he card 
mefor, and told me 1 had tutnd the wrong fide out, what hee 
ftiould moft defire, feemes plcafant to him, what like oftenfiuc. 
^o»,Thcn ftiall you go no further. 

Itisthecowifticurrcof hisfpiric 

That dares not vndcrtake,heel not fcclc wrongs 
Which tye him to an anfwer,our wifties on the way 
May proue effc(fts,backe Sdmmd to my brother, 

Haftcn bis muftcts,and conduft his powers, 

I mutt change armes at home,and giue the dittaffe 
Into my husbands hands ; this ttutty ieruanc 
shall paffe betweene vs,erc long you are like to heare 





rk HtUorj cf l^ng Leur, 
tfcw.Ihauebene worth the whiftle. 



Enter the Duke of t^yeney, 

Mh,0 Gonorill, yo\i are not worth the duft which the winde 
Blowcs in your face,I featc your dirpoHtion, 

That nature which contetnnes it origin, 

Cannotbe bordered ccrtainc in itfclfe. 

She that her felfe willjliuer and disbranch 
From her materiall fap.perforce muft wither. 

And come to deadly vfe, 

Con.Ho more, the text is foolifh. 

^/^.Wifedome and goodnefle to the vilde feeme vtide, 
Filths fauour but themfelue$,what baue you done ? 

Tygcrs,not daughters, what haue you perform’d ? 
ft. father, and a gracious aged man, 

Whofe reuerence the head'lugd Beare would licke ; 

Moft barbarous, moft degenerate haue you madded j 
Could my good brother fuflfer you to do it ? 

A man, a Prince,by him fo beneflifted. 

If that the heauens do not their vifible fpirits 
Send quickly downe to tame the vilde offences, it will come 
H umanly muft perforce prey on it rclfe,like monfters of the 
deepe, 

Cfl».Milke liuer d man. 

That beareft a cheeke for bIowes,ahcad for wrongs. 

Who haft not in thy browes an eie defetuing thine honour. 
From thy fuffering,that not know’ft fooles.do thefe villains pity 
Who are puhifht ere they haue done their mifehiefe. 

Where’s thy drum ? France fpreds his banners in our noifelcue 
LandjWith plumed helme thy flaicr begins threats. 

Whiles thou a morall foole, fits ftilland cries 
Alacke.why doeshefo? . , 

jd/y. See thy fclfe diuell, proper deformity fectnes not in tne 

fiendjfo horrid as in woman. 

Con.O vaine foole. 

Alb. y\\ou chang’d and felfe-couerd thing, for wame 
Bc-tnonfternotthyfeature,wcr’tmyfitneirc 




the H'tfiory of Kittg Lear, 

To let thefe hands obey my Woud, 

They are apt enough to diftecate and teare 
Thy flelh and bones,how ere thou art a fiend, 

A womans lhape doth ftiicld thee. 

Gon.iAi.tty your man-hood now- “ 

Enter A Gentleman. 

Jib. Whit ticvtcti . . , rt . u 

Gent.Otny good Lord,the Duke of dead, flame by 

hisTcruantjgoing to put out the other eie of Glofter . 
Alb.Glofiers tytii . 

Cen.K feruant that he bred.thrald with rcmorle. 

Oppos’d againft the afte, bending his fword 

To his great mafter,who thereat enraged. 

Flew on him,and amongft them fcld him dead. 

But not without that harmfull ftrokc. 

Which fince hath pluckt him after. 

./?/^,This (hewes you are aboue your luftices. 

That thefe our neather crimes fo fpcedily can venge. 

But oh poote G/ffce/#r,loft he his other eye V 

Ge»r.Both,both my Lord,this letter Madam craues a fpeedy 
Anfwer.tis from your fifter. ' - 

Gcw.One wayllikethiswell, ;• '7 ■ 

But being widow.and my with her, 

May all the building on my fancy plucke, 

Vpon my hatefull life, another way the newes is riot fo tooke, 
Ilcrcadeandanfwer. • _ 

Alb.Whete was his fonne when they did take bis eics ? 
Gwr.Come with my Lady hither. ' 
is not here. 

CentJNo my good Lord,I met him backe againe. 

./i Kno wes he the wickedneffe 

Gent.T my good Lord.twas he infortn’d againft him, ; 
And quit the houfe on purpofe,that their punifhrocnt . 

Might haue the freer courfe. 

Jlb.GleceJler,l Hue to thitiUe thee for the hue 

Thou fliewedft the King, and to reuenge thy eyes j 

Ha 



TheHf J^ary ej KhgLear. 

Come hethet fiiend,tell me what more thou knowcft. 

€nter Kent and 4 Gentleman, 

Kent.^N\ty the King of FrAnee is fo fuddcnly gone backe 
Know you the rcafon ? * 

Gwt.Something hcleftimperfc<ftin theftate, which fincehis 
comming foorth is thought of, which imports to the Kingdom, 
fo much feare and danger that his perfonall returne was re! 

quired and necefifary. 

JT<?»f.Who hath he left behindchim,Gencrall ? 

<?f»f.The Marfhall of Fr<i»fe,Mounficur/<i Far, 

JCewf.Did your letters pierce the Queenc to any demonftrati* 
onofgriefe? 

^ent .\ fay (he tooke them,tead them in my prcfcnce, 

And now and then an ample teare trild downc 

Her delicate cheeke,it feemd Ihc was a X^ueene ore her paflion, 

Who moft rebcll-like,fought to be King ore her. 

Kent.O then itmoued her. 

(jfwf.Not to a rage, patience and forrow ftremc. 

Who fhould expreffe her goodlieft,you haue fccnc 
Sun>fhtncand r aine at once,her fmiles andtearcs. 

Were like a better way,thofe happy fmilets 
That plaid oh her ripe ljp,feeme noc to know 
What guefts were in her eycs,wbich parted thence 
As peatlcs from Diamonds dropt j in briefc. 

Sorrow would be a rarity mo,ftbeloucd, J 

If all could fo become it. 

^T(f«f,Madc ftie no verbaU queftion ? 

Cewf.Faith once or twice-lhc hcau’d the name of fether 
Pantingly foorth,as if it preft herheart. 

Cried fifters,firtets> fliame of Ladics'fiftcrs ; 
Kwr.Fathcr,fifters, what ithftorme ith night ? 

Let pitty not be bclceuM, there fbc ftiooke 
The holy water from her heauehly eyes,' 

And clamour moiftened her, then away Ihc ftarted. 

To deale with griefe alone. ■ 

Kent, It is the ftars,tbc flats abouc vs gouern bur condincns, 






Fife one felfe mate and mate could not beget 

Such different iflues j youfpoke not with her fince . 

Siwasthis before theKihg retumd ? 

t»e»r.No,fince, - , . . , - 

Kewf.Well fir,thepoore diftrefled leetr-i ith Towne, 

Who fometime in his better tune remembers 
What we arc come about,and by no mcanes w»H yceld to fee his 

daughter 

good fir ? f • j 

Kent.K foucraigne fhamc fo clbowes him.his own vn<tindnes 
That ftript her from hisbenedi£fion,turnd her 

Toforrainccafualtics.gauehcrdcarcrights 

To his doe-hearted daughters ; thefe things fling his minde 
So venotnoufly,that burning lhame detaincs him itoxaCordelut, 
(J#»r.AlackcpoorcGcntlc!tian. , j ^ 

Kent^( Aiyanies and Cornwals powers you heard not?/ 
Ce»r.Tis fo they ate afoote. 

Jfewf.Well lir,ilc bring you to our maftcr 
And Icauc you to attend him,fome dcare caufe 
Will in concealement wrap me vp a while. 

When I am knownc aright you fhall not grecue, 
lending me this acquaintance, I pray you go along with roe, 

Enter Cordelia, 'DoUe'r^nd others. 

Car. Alacke tis hcjwhy he was met eucn now. 

As mad as the vent fca,finging aloud, 

Ctownd with ranke femiter and furrow weeds , 

With hor-docks>emlocke,ncttlcs, coockow-flbwers, 
Darncllandalltheidlcwccdsrhat|rpw ' _ 

In our fuftaining^CornCja century is fentfoortb? 

Search cucry acre in the high grownc field, ^ 

And bring him to our eye, what can mans wifedomc do 
In the reftoring his bercaued fcnce?hc that can hclpe him 
Take all my outward worth. . 

Df?^J?eTherc is meanes Madame, 

Ourfolletnurfcofnaturcis repofe^ . 



The 



The Hiffery 0} Kingteaf. 
TVtewhlchhelackes, thattoprouokeinhim - 
A:e many (imples operatiueiwhofe power 
WHl clofe the eye of anguifli. 

Cord.hW blcft fccrets,all you vnpubiUht vertuet of the earth. 
Spring with my tearcs.bc aidant and remediat 
In the good mans difttcirc,fecke,fccke for him, 

Lcaft his vngouernd rage diflblue the lifcj 
That wants the meanes to leade ic. 



Tnter atjUeSenger. 

Me fen. Nc wes Madam, the Britilh powers are marching he- 
therward. 

Cord.T\s knownc before,our preparation Bands 
In expe6iation ofthcm,6 dcarcFather, 

It is thy bufineffe that I go about,therefore great FrancCt 
My mourning and important teares hath pittied. 

No blowne ambition doth our armesinfite, • 

But loue,deare loue, and our aged fathers right, 

Soonc may I hearc and fee him. 

Enter Regan and Steward. 

■ iJej But are my brothers powers fet footth ? 

. Madam, 

Xef.Himfclfeinperfon? , r u* . 

^rew.Madam with much ado,your fiftcr s the better Soldiet. 
Reg.Loid Edmmd fpake not with your Lady at home? 

.No Madam. i- 4 

2^<fj'.What might import my fifters letter to h«n c 
Jrew.lknow not Lady. 

i?f^.Faith he is pofted’hence on a ferious npatter, 

It w« great ignorance, gA 7 ff/«'/ eies being opt, 

Tolethimliue.wherehcarriucshemoucs 

All hearts agajnft vs,and now 1 ihinkc is gone. 

In pitty of his mifery to difpatch his nighted life, 

Moreouer to deferie the Brength of the Army. 

Stew. I mutt needs after him with my Letters. 

Jie^.Our troope fets foorth to moirow,ftay with vs, 
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ihelJifiorye^ tingLenr. 

The dangerous. ^ ^ 

Stew, 1 may not Madam, my Lady charg’d my dutie in this 
bufineffe. 

Rtg. Why (bould Are write to Eidmftnd} Might not you 
Tranfport her purpofes by word, belike 
Something,! know not what, He louc thee much. 

Let me vnfealc the Letter. 

Madam Idc rather 

Reg. I know your Lady does not loue her hiisband; 

I am fure of that : and at her late being heert 
She gaue ftrange aiiad$,and mott fpeaking lookes 
To Noble I know you arc of her bofomc. 

Madam. 

Reg. I fpeakc in vnderftanding, for I know’t , 

Therefore I do aduife you take this note ; 

My Lord is dead, Edmund and I haue talkc, 
Andmorcconuenientishefor myhand, ' 

Then for your Ladies : you may gather more, 

Ifyou do finde him,pray you giuehim this. 

And when yourmiftns heares thus much from you, 
hpray defire her call her wifedome to her,fo. farewell,. 
Ifyoudochanceto hearcofthatblindetraitor, , ' . 

Preferment fals on him that cuts him off. 

Would I could meet him Madam,I would (hew 
What Lady I do follow. • 

.K^.Fare thee well. Exit, 

Enter ^lojfer and Edmund. 

Gla. When (hall we come to’th topief that fame hill ? 

Edg. You do climbt it vp now, looke how we.labopr } 

G/e. Me thinkes the ground is euen, 

Edg. Horrible tteepe: hearkjC, do yon hi^airi; the fea ^ 
GA».Notruly. / 

Why then your other ftnfes grow itnpetfed^ ^ 

By youreies anguiih« . , J 

(i/«.So may it be indeed, 

Methinkes thy voice is alter«d,atid thou fpe^tt ' 

I With 









TheUiUerj of Km^Lear. 

With better pbrafc arid niatt'cr Acb tboii d^ft. 

y VepiKh dccqucd, in nothing,arn-I changd, 

But in garments. 

Clo. Me thinkes y’arc better fpoken. 

&^.Come on fir, here’s the placc,ftand ftill,hbw feaffult 
And dizy tis tq caft ones eyes fo low .* 

The Crowes add Choughes that v)ing the midway ayre 
Shew fcarfe fo groffe as beetles, halfe way downc , 

Hangs one that gathers Sampire, dreadfull trade. 

Me thinkes he feemes no bigger then his head; 

The filbermen that walke vpon the beakc 
Appeare like MteeV andyort tall Anchoring barkc 
Di*ini(ht to htt cocke ; her ebeke aboue 
Almoft too fmall for fight. The muroauring furge. 

That on the vnnumbred idle pecblcs chafe. 

Cannot be heard : it is fo hie lie looke no more 
Leaft my braineturne, and the deficient fight 
Topple downe headlong. 

O/ff. Set roc where you ftand, 

£<^.Giue me your hand : you are now within a foot 
Of the extreme verge ; for allbcncath the Moonc 

Would I not Itape vpright. 

(7/a. Let go my hand i 

Hecre friend’s another purfc, in it a levyell 

Well worth a pobtc mans taking. Fairies andOods 

Profper it with thee.- go thou farther off. 

Bid me farewell, and let me heare thee going. 

£d^. Now fate you^wcU goqd fir. 

fi^.WhyJ'ddttifleth^ 

G/a.O you ttti|hty Gods, ' ' ; 

Thisworld I dQrcnouoce,andm your fights , ^ . 

Shake patientljf'*ygri!ataffliaiono^^ ^ . 

Ifl could bearc,it longer, and ootfall ,• 

To quarrcllwithyo'ur great oppofcl^cwils, ... 

Myfnutfeandloathedpart ofn«urefoould ; 

Riirne it fclfe OUtuf „ 





AiQiftioti till It do cry out it fclfc 

Enoughj eftough, and dye: that thing you fpcafcc of 

I tooke It rot a man: often would he fay * 

The fiendjthe ficnd,hc led me to that place. 

f^^.^Barc free and patient thoughts : but who comes heere 
The fafer fenfe will nerc accommodate his maiftcr thus» ’ 

Snter Lear mad. 

himcllfe “*e for coyning, I am the King 

Edg.O thou fide piercing fight. 

LMr.Naturc is aboue Art in that refpea, ihctVyour-prefle- 
moncy. That fellow handles his bow like a Crow-keeper draw 
me a clothiers yard. Looke,looke,a Moufe j peace* peace, this 
tofted cheefe will do it. Ther’s my gantlet, He proueitoaaGy- 

ant bring vp the browne bill. O well ilQwuc bitdc intheavtc. 

Haghjgiuc the word. ^ 

Edg. Sweet Margerum. 

I/e^r.palTe, 

Gla, I know that voice* 

Lear.Wz CewriH,hi ^ga», t\\cy flatter’d rte like a dogge,and 
told me I had white haircs in my beard, ere the black ones were 
there j to (ay I and no to all I faide ■: I and no too was no good 
Diuinity. When the raine came to wet me once, and the windtto 
make me chatter, when the thunder would not peace at my bid- 
ding, there I found them,thcre 1 fmelt them out ; goc too, they 
are not men of their words, they told mec I was euery thing, tis 
a lye, I am not arguc-proofe. 

The tricke of that voyce I doe. well remember, ift not 
the King ^ ^ . 

Learly euery inch a King:, when I do flare fee how the fubiefl: 
quakes .• I pardon that mans life, what was thy caufe,Adulterie? 
thou flialtnot dyefor adultery: no, thewren goes toot, and the. 
fmall guilded flye do letchdr in ray fight ; let copulation thriuc, . 
For ^UJters baflard fon was kinder to his father then my daugh- 
ters got tweenethe lawfull fheets, toot Luxury, pell mcll, for I ? 
want fouldiersi Behold yon fimpriiig dame,whole face between. 

Vior 




The niHory &f King Lear. 

. f„rkcs prefageth fnow, that minces venue, atid do {bake the 

hcad,nca p • ; downe from the waftc 

1“'’ .boa., bu, cothe B.aU 

■’’T Sr r.tU beaCch 1. .11 chc fioad., there. Hell, .here. 

J° Vn'ele thetes the falphoty pit, burning, IciUing.lleiAcon- 
darkneUc,tti oah pah: Giuemee an ounce ot Ciuct, 

i».gl«.L,thttt ™„epfot 

S».0 ruin'd pcccc pfnaturc.this great world (hold fo wearc 
JfmX 'by »o'R Cap.«l,Ile not lone: Re.d thou that 

b It. 

e 4-I would not wk«hlsS:omtepott,it is,8t.iny hatt bleak. , 

atir* . 

Z.f4r. Read.* . ' 

G/fl. What, with the cafe of eyes. ' 

fL^ho arcyouthercwithmcPNoeyesinyourhcadnor . 

uioneTinyouipurL youteye. atein.he.uycafc, youtfutffe , 
in a light; yet you fee how ibis world goes ? 

fee how 

no eyes. Looke with thy eares, fee how yon lutttce vppon 

yon Ltplc theefe ; hcarke in thy care, handy 
thecfc.which is the Iuftice..Tbou haft feenc a farmers dog barkc 

atabegger* 

LmV! A^dthc creature run from the cut> There tho.u - • 

behold the great image of Authoritie, a dogge, lo bad in ofhcc. 
Thou Rafcall Beadle hold thy bloody hand ; w hy doft thou lafh 

that whore? fttip ihincowncbacke* tby blood hotly luflsto v fc 
her in that kindfor which thou whipft her. The vlurer hangs the 
«• cozener, through tattered raggesfmallvices do appeare, Robes 
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and fufd^gowncs hides all. Get thee glaffc eyes, and like a feur 
uy politician, feeme to fee the things thou doeft not • . N« n * 
pull oiFmy boots, harder, harder,fo. ».»<>« 

Eig. O matter and iropertinency, mixt reafon in madneffe, 

Lear, If thou wilt weepe my fortune, take my eyes ; I kno 
thee well enough, thy name is Glofter, thou mull be pa’tien t v?e 
came crying hither: thou knowft the firft time that wc fnicl’the 
airc, wewaileand cry. I will preach tothee,marke me. 

G/o. Alack, alack, the day. 

L(f<«r.Whcii we arc borne, we crie that wee are come to this 
great ftage ortbolcs: this a good blockejtt were a delicate ftra- 
cagem to (hoot a troope of horfe with fcll,and when f haue Hole 
vpon thefe fonnes m law, (then kill, kill,kill, kill, kill, kill. 

Enter three ^entletfteu^ 

Gent.O here he is, lay hands vpon him firs. 

Z»#4r.No rcfcue.what a prifoncr? I amecne the natiiralffoole 
of Fortune :vfe me well,, you (hall hauc aranfom. Let me haue 
aChirurgeon, I am cut to’th braines. 

Cent, You (hall haue any thing. 

Lear. No feconds, all my fclfc : why this would make a man 
offaltto vfehis eyes for garden water-pottes, land laying Au. 
eumnesduft. . . Good Sir. 

Lear, 1 will dye braucly likea Bridegroome. What,I will bee 
iouiall : Come, come, I am a King my mafters,know you that ? 

Gent. You are aroyall one,and we obey you. 

.< Lwr. Thentheres lifeiuc, nay if you get it you (hall get it 
with running.. : • Exit King ruming. 

/ Genti A fight nioft pittifull in the meaneft wretch, paft (pea- 
king of in aking : thou haft one daughter who redeemes nature 
from the gencrall curfc which twaine hath brought her to. 

£(^. Haile gentle fir. 

. Sir fpccd you,what*s your will? :< ' ‘ 

Ac^.Do yoO heare ought of a battcll toward ?' 

Moft fure and vuigar,euery ones h cares 
That can diftinguifh fenfe, 

Edg, But by your fauour,how necrcs the other army ? . ' • 




rhtJJiBoryofKingLe&r, 

rent N«e« and on fpeed for t, the maine defcncs, 

Stands on the bourely thoughts. 

Thought the (£cenc on fpcciall caufe is hecre, 
plis army is mou’d on. 

Youcuct gentle gods take my breath from me. 

Let not my worfer fpirit tempt me againc, 

To dye before you plcaft. 

Edg. Well pray you father. 

W& «hc An of koo»D»nd fediog ronow« 

SpS^o.nctogo.dpi..r.Gio.moyourbn.d, 

"1$!K'rnkcV5f.bou«^ 

to boot, to boot. 

EfiterStervard. 

tray tor*, hence leaft the infeaion of his fortune take like hold on 

lhee,letgohisami€* • 

Edg. Chill not let go fir without eagion. . 

Let ^o^VaUG^oT thou ^ iT-.- 

frCoodGeotlcman go..yout.g,.5, topW 

bene zolonc by a voiaaighti:.iwyyCom^,nof,pccre^hc, 

be.theharder,chillbcplaine.WKhyou.' - >, . :i 

5rc».Oucdunghi’U....; .i ; diii ’ -•-‘■y' ’ ' ■'r'lflw 

%.Chil pick yoac ttetb 




The Hiliery ef JGttg Li4r, 

Stm, Slaue thou haft flaine me, Vjllaine take my purfc • 

If euer thou wilt thriae,bury my bod}^ ‘ 

And ^Hc the Letters which thou findft about me 
To Edmund Earle of Glofter,fecke him out^vpon 
The Britilh party: 6 vntimelydeath! death* 

Edg. I know thee well, a fcruiceablc villaine, ^*^J*** 
As dutious to the vices of thy Miftris, 

As badneffe would dcfire. 

G/i»,What is he dead i 

Edg, Sit you downe father, reft you.Iets fee his pockets 
Thefc Letters that he fpeakes ofmay bemy ftiends, * 
Hce’s dead.I am onely forry he had no other deatbfman. 

Let vs fee, leauc gentle wax, and manners blame vs not, 

To know our enemies minds wee’drip their hearts. 

Their papers is more lawful!. 

Letter. 

Let jour reciprocall vorves be remembred, 

Tou haue mttnj opportunities to cut himj off. 

Jfjour mS. wnntnot^ time undpluce wsdbejruitfudj effertd. 

There is nothing done t If he returne the Conefttror^ 

Then nm I theprifinerf and his bed my JayUf 
From the loath’dwarmth whereof deliuermtt 
^nd fupplj the place for jour labour. 

Y our wife (fo I would fay) & your aflfeftionate feruant, 

GoneriB, 

O vndiftinguiftit (pace of womans wit, 

A plot vpon her vertuous husbands lift. 

And the exchange my Brother; heere in the fands 
Thee He rake vp, the poft vnfandified 
Of murtherous letcher$,and in the mature time 
With this vngracibus paper ftrike the light 
Of the death pra6iifd Duke, for him tis well. 

That of his 'death and bufinefle I cantell. 

C7/o.The King is mad,how ftiife is my vilde ftnfe> 

That 'lftandyp,and haucirig^i6Us feeling ' ] ?-' < ' >>- 




The HiHory of Kingtedr. 

Of my huge forrowes, better I were diftraiSir, 

So mould my thoughts be fenced from my greefes. 
And woes by wrong imaginations, loft 

The knowledge of thcmfelacs, /- a 

ATirummeafarreojf. 

£4?.Giue me your hand; 

Farre off methinkes 1 heare the beaten drum. 

Come Father lie beftow you with a friend. 

Fnter Cordelia, Kent, and PeHor. 
Cor.OthougoodATwf, ' 

How (ball I liuc and worke to match thy goodnelle. 
My life will be too ftiott,and euery meafurc failc me. 

Keut.To be acknowledg’d Madam is ore-paid, 
All my reports go with the modeft truth. 

Nor more, nor dipt, but fo, 

^«r.Bc better fuited, r t. 

Theft weeds are memories of thoft worftr houres, 
Iprethce put them off, 

Ktfwf.Pardon me dcerc Madam, 

Yet to be knowne (hortens my made intent. 




7he HiJiory of Kino Lottr, 

Very well. , 

OtfS.Pleafe you draw necre : louder the mufickc there. 
Cw.O my deere father, 

Reftoration hang thy medicine on my lippes, 

And let this kiffc repaire thofc violent harincs 
That my two fitters haue in thy rcuetcnce made. 

Kinde and dccrc Princcifc. 

C*r. Had you not bin tbdr father, thefe white flakes 
Had challcng’dpittyofihcm, Wasthisa face 
To be expofd againft the warring windes, 

T o ftand againft the deepe dread bolted thunder. 

In the moft terrible and nimblp-ftroke 
Of quickc crofle li^htning,to watch poorePerrfea, 

With this thin hclmeP.Minc iniurious dogge. 

Though he had bit me, fhould haue flood that night 
Againft my fire, and waft thou faine (poore father) 

To houill thee with fwine and rogues forlornc^ 

In ftiort and mufiy ftrayv ? Alack^alacke, , , : 

Tts wonder that thy life and wits at once,;. 

Had not concluded all. He wakes, fpeake to him, 

Do^I, Madam do yoUjtis fitteft. . , ■> 

C.How does my royal lordfhow fares your maiefty 
Lear yiow do me wrong to take me put a’th graue, u 
Thouartafouleinbli{fe,hutIambpund u 

Vpon a whecle of fire, that mine owne tcatea 
Do fcald like molten Lead. 

Or.Sir, know ye me ? 

Z.e<er, Y'arc a fpirit I know, when did you dye? 
C«r.Still,ftill,farre wide. 

2)o5L Hc*s fearfe awakc,Ict him alone awhile. 

Z.M. Where haue i bin? where am I ? faire^ay iighil 
I am mightily abufd ; I (hould cue dye with pity 
To fee another thus. I know not what to lay ; 

I will not fweare thefe are my hands, let’s fee, 

1 feelc this pin prickc, would i were alfur’d of my eot5- : 
Cflr.Olookcvponmefir, (dition,. 

And hold your hands in benedi£lioaoremej 




TheUfBoryoJ mglMr 



Mq fit, you muft not kncele. 

£^y,pray do not mocke me : 

T am a very foolifli fond olde man, 

Fourefcore and vpward, and to deale plaitrly, 

Le thinkes I fhould know you, and know this man, 

Yet 1 am doubtfull : for I am mainly ignorant 

What place this is, and all the skill I haue 

nimembets not thefe garments: not 1 know not 

wCfahl6dgcUftnight.t>opotagl,.tn,e. 

For (as lam a man) 1 thmkethis Lady 

Xo be miy childc 

1 know you do not loue me, for your fiftets 

Haucf as I Jo rcmember)donc me wrong. 

You haue fome caufe,they haue not, 

C^r. No caufc>nocaufc, 

£e4r.AmlhvFrance?- 

Kent. In your owne kingdome iir. 

Le^r.Donot abufeme. _ ^ _ the ereat rage you feels 

wit pleale ^ 

Lwr. You muft bcarc yyith roc : . 

Pray now forget and forgiuc, ExeHMt, 

1 ztR olde stod foolim# 

Manet Kentand^entleman, ■ _ ^ 

' G«.HoldsittruefirthattheDukeofCi»r»«'4tfwasfaflame. 

Xtf«t.Moftcertainefir.. 

Gear. Who is conduaorof his „ 





The HiHory fij King LeAr, 

Kent in GemAny, 

iiTrw. Report is changeable, tis time to lookc about 
The powers of the kingdome approch apace. * 

6V«f The arbitrcmeiit is like to be bjoody.fare you well fir 
Kent .My point and period will be throughly wrought. 

Or welljor ill, as this dayes battels fought. ' 

Enter Edmund, Regan)a»d their powers. 

'2<i/?.Know of theDukcifliislaftpurpofeholdc, 

Or whether fince he is aduifd by ought ’ 

To change the courfe,he is full of alteration 
And fclfc-reprouing, bring his conftant pleafure. 

Our fillers man is certainly mifearried, * 

3^.Tis to be doubted Madam., , 

^e^.Now fwcet Lord, 

Y ou know the goodnefle I intend vpon you t 
T ell me truly,bue then fpeake the truth. 

Do you not loue my lifter ? 

Rdy?. I honor’d loue. 

i^ej-.But haue you neuer found my brothers wav 

To the forefended place? , ' 

3?i*y?,That thought abufes you. * 

Rej-, I am doubtfull that you hanc becnc coniunS 
And bofom’d with hei:,as farre as we call hers, 
by mine honor Madam. 

I ncuer Iball endure her, 

Deere my Lord be not familiar with her. . 

2<*/?.Fcare me not, (he and thd Duke her husband. 



Enter Albany and Gonoritt with troapes.- 
Con. I had rather lool'e rhe battell 
Then that filler Ihould loofen him and me. 

tyflb, O ur very louing lifter well be-met. 

For this 1 heare thcKing'is come to his daughter 
’with others, whom the rigour of our State 
Forc’d to cryout. .Where I could not be honeft : 
I neueryct was valiant; for this bufineffe ’ . 




SUolds thek\ng,with othcr^ whom I fearci 

Soft iuft aT'd heauy caufes m,akc oppofe. ■ 

^ 4 y?.Sir you fpeake noblyv 
Whv is this rcalon a r 
SombL.og«hcr g.infl.be 

Forthefe domefticke dooreparnculacs, 

^tc not to queftion hccrc, ^ '• 

b4. I (haU attend you prefently atyour Tent. 

IJe^.SiftcryoulcgowithVs? , ; 

S'.Th mod conuenient,pray you go 

Soho,IknowtheRiddle,lv^.Wgo. 

Enter Edgar, 

f.^.IfereyourGracchadfpcechwitbonefopoore, 

Heare me one word. 

AlbMc ouertake you,fpeake. 

Edit. Before you fight the battcll,opc ihts Letter, 

Ifyou hauc Viaoty let the ttuir.p« founde 

Fo^r him thatbrought it, wretched though I feem , , 

lean produce a Champion,that will proouc 

What is auouched there. If you 

Your bufineffcofthe world hath fo an end. 

Fortune louc you. , , 

> 4 /^.Stay till I haue read the letter. 

Whtntiroelh»llfe™'l«biiltlieHeral(icry, . 

Enter Edmund, 

''Baft. The enemy’s in view,draw vp your powers, , 
Hard is the gueffe of their grfcai ftrength and forces .. 
By diliget difcoucry ,but your haft is now vrgd on you 





The HiJiory 0} King Lear. 

v^/^. Wc will greet the time. 

Bafi. To both thefe lifters hauc I fworne my loue 
Each lealous of the othcr,as the fling are of the A^cler, 
Which ofchctnfhall I take, both one ' 

Or neither ; neither can bcenioy’d 

If both remaine aiiue ; to lake the Widdo w, 

Exafperates, makes mad her ftftcr gonoriU^ 

And hardly fhall I carry out my fide _ , ; 

Her husband being aiiue. Now then yvee’ivljjr , ■ . 
His countenance, for the baucll.whichbeing^done 
Let her that would be rid of him deuife 
His fpcedy taking off : as for his merci.c 
Which he extends to Lear and to Cordelia^ 
Thebattelldone,and they within our powef, , ; ,,j . , 
Shall ncucrcfee.his pardon : ,fiar my. ffatc . c i 

Stands on me to dcfend,not to debate. 






Alarum* Enter the powers of France oner tbefiage, fordtlio 
with her father in her hand, : , . 



Ent^ Edgar and Glofier, . -j 

f <^.Hccre Father, take the (hadow of this builx 
For vour good hoaft: pray that the tight may thriae. 
Ifcuerlrcturnctoyouagaine, . 
lie bring you comforr. [ 

G/o.Gracc go with you fir. . . ' , , : - . 

Marnm and retreat. Enter Bdgar, 

Edg. Away olde man, giuc me thyhand,away, 

King Lear hath loft, he and his daughter tane: 

Giuc me thy hand, come on. . 

C?/o,No farther fir,amanmayroteuenhe^ere.. , 

Edg. What in ill thoughts agen ? Meh nj.u,ft endure, • 
Their going hcnce,cuen as their conVm'inghitHcr, 
Ripeneffe is all come on. 

Enter Edmund jKith Lear and Cordelia prifoners, 
BaJi.Somc officers take them away.good guard, 
Vntill their greater plcafutes beft be knownc - 



'■.t. 



Exit 



Exit, 



tint 



TheUifioryof Kmgleat, 

That arc to cenfure them. 

Tor We are not the nr ft, ^ ' 

Who with beft meaning haue incurt d the worft *. 

Por thee oppreffed King am I caft downe, 

ul dfe could elfc out-frowne falfe fortunes frowne. 

Sli vve not fee thefe daughters, and thefe fiftersf 

Lear. No, no, come let’s away to prifon, 

Wc two alone wdlfing like birds i th cage : 

thoo doa ,sk. S= bleir»e.iu knede down. 

And aske of thee forgiueneffe .• fo W«ll hue, 

And pray, and tell old talcs,and laugh 

At gilded Butterflies, andhearepoore Rogues 

Talke of Court newes, and wed talke.with them too. 

Who loofes, and who wins.; wlmfe in, whofe out; 

And take vpon s the myftcry of things, 

As if we were Godsfpies : and weel weare our 

In a walld ptifon.packes and fc£ls of great ones. 

That ebbe«nd flow by the Moonc, ' . ^ 

Bad. Tilt: themaway. ■ ' 

Lear. Vpon fuchfSctificcsmy CwdiUa . , , , 

The gods thrmfelues throw incenfe. Hauc I caught thee ? 

He that parts vs lhall bring a brand from heauen, 

And fire vs hen^e like Foxes, wipe thine eyes, - 

The good fhall deuourc em,flcach and fell, ^ . 

Ere tLy (hall make vs weepe ? Wcele fee cm ftatue firft. Exit 

Come hither Captaine, hcarke. 

Take thou this note, go follow them topnfon, - „ , . 

One ftep Ihaue aduaneft thee, if thou doft as this inftruas thee. 

Thou doft make thy way to Noble fortunes 

Know thou this,yhat men arc as the time n;: . " 

To be tender minded docs not become a fwDrd,: ^ - - 

Thy great employment will notbcarc queftion, . 

Either fay thout do’t, or thriue by other roeanes. • 

^dff.llcdootmyLord. . nj * 

547!?, About it,and write happy when thou halt done, - 

Marke 1 fay inftantly.and carty.it fo - ‘ 

Asihauefetit dowrie. ' Cap 



’TheHiliory oj KingLe^tr, 

Capi I cannot draw a Gart,nor cate drycd oaces^' 

Iftt be mans workc. He doo’t. 

tKt€r the Duk,e,the two LadieSyZud others, 

^Ih, Sir you hauc fliewne to day your valiant ftrarne, 

And Fortune led you well : you haue the Captiues 
That were the oppofites of this dayes ftritc: 

We do require then of you fo to vfe them* 

As we (liall tinde their merits, and our fafety 
May equally determine. 

Sir I thought it fit, . 

To fend the olde and mifcrablc King 

To fomc rctctitioni, and-appointed guard, ■ > 

Whofc age has charmes in it, whofe Title more. 

To pluckc the common bloflbmes of his fide. 

And turne our impreft Launces in our eyes 

Which do command them. With him I fent the Quccne: 

My rcafon all the fame, and they are ready to morrow^ : 
Or at a further fpace, to appeare whereyou (hall hold ' ■ ' 
Your ScflTion at this time : we fWeate and bleed, ' 

The friend hath loft his friend,and the beft quarrels 
In tfic heate are curft by thofe that feele their (harpenelTe, • 
The queftion of antf her father 

Requires a fitter place, . 

■ SirbyyoUrpatieiicc, ' ' 

I hold you but a fubiedt'ofthis warre, not as a brother. 

^If^. That’s as we lift to grace him. 

Methinkes ourpleafiire llrouldhauebeene demanded 
Ere you had fpokc fofarre. He led pur powers. 

Bore the Commiflion ofmypJace and perfon, 

The which immediate may well ftandvp. 

And call it felfe your brother. 

Con. Not fo hoc : in his ownc grace he doth exalt himfelfc 
More then in your aduancement. 

Reg. In my right by me inuefted, he compeers the beft. ■ 
Con. That were the moft.if heftiould Iiusband you. 
i?fj;.Ieftcts do oft prouc Prophets, 




rhi Hiltoiy RtHgtenr. , 

C9»,Hola,hola,ihateye that told yoi|fb, lookt buc a fquint. 
.Lady I am not well.eUe I (hould anfwet 
Ftqnf a full flowing ftomacke. Generali, 

Take thou my foldicrs, prifoners, patrimony, 

■* ' ' eatethechccre 

imthen? 

in your goodwill. 

!B4/.Nor in thine Lord, 

^/^.Halfc blooded fellow, yes. 

fi^^.Let the drum ftrikc.and proue my title good. 

Alh. Stay yet.hcare reafon : arreft ihcc 

On capitall treafon ; and in thine attaint, ^ 

This gilded Serpent : foryour claimcfaire fifter,, 

I bare it in the intereft of my wife, 

Tis (he is fubcontra£lcd to her Lord, 

And I her husband contradift the banes. 

If you will marry, make your lone to me. 

My Lady is befpoke. Thou art arm’d GloftCfe . 

If none appeare to proue vpon thy headv = 

Thy hainous, manifeft, and many treafon^. 

There is my pledge, lie proue it on thy heart 

Ere I taftc bread, thou art in nothing Icflc 
Then I haue heere proclaim’d thee. 

£<I^.Sicke,ofickc. 

<jfl».lfnot,IlcncretTuftpoyfon. . 

“Bafi. Ther’s my exchange, what in'the world lit is. 

That names me traitor', villain-likc he lyes, 

Call by thy Trumpet,hc that dares approach 
On him, on you, who not,I will maintainc 
My truth and honor firiiiely. 

Herald ho. , 

herald ho,a herald, 

tx^/^.Truft to thy finglc yetuic,for thy foldicrs 
All leuied in my name, haue in my name tooke their difehargt. 

This ficknelTc groWs vpon me. 
t///^.SheisnotWcH,conueyhcrcoi«ytcnc, 

L 'Gonae 



WitiicfTc the world, that 1 co 
My Lord and mafter. 

^(?tf»,Mcane you to cnioy h 
.></^.Thc let alone lies not 
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Come hjtVicr Herald, ^ca; the T tumpet found, and readout thii, 
Caf. Sound T.rump«, 

liert if any man or quality or degree, in the hoaft ofthe At- 
my,willmaintaine vpon£i«»««</,fuppofed Earle of Glocellcr, 
that he’s a manifold traitor, let him appeare at the tbirdeJound 
of the Trumpet : he is bold in his defence. 

£4/?. Sound. Againe. 

Enter Edgitr. at the third fiaad^with a trumpet before fo'w*. 
Alb, Aske him his purpofes,why he appeares 
Vpon this call o’th trumpet ? 

Her. What are you? your name and quality? 

And why you anlwer this prefent fummons ? 

Sdg.O know my name is loft by Treafons tooth:. 
Barc-gnawnc and.canker-bic, 

Whe rc is the aduerfary I come to cope with all > 

Mb. What is that aduerfary ? 

What’s be that Ipeakes for Edmund Earle, of Gioftet'?*' 
"Bafi. Himfclfe,what fayft thou to him? 

Draw thy Cword, 

That i f my fpccch offend;a noblchcart, thy arme 
May do thee iuftice, hoere is mine : 

Behold it is the priuiledgc.of my tongue. 

My oath and profefirioa,.Iptotcfl:, 

Maugre thy ftrengih, youth, place and eminence, 

Defpight thy vidlor, fword,and fire new fortun’d;^ 

Thy valor, and thy heart,thou art a traitor ,t. 

Palfc to the g.oids,thy brother ,and thy father , . 

Confpicuate gainft this high illufttious Prince, . 

And from th’extremcft vpvsard of thy head. 

To thedefeent and duftbeneath thy-feet, 
Amofttoad-fpottedtraitjortfaythouno,. ■ 

This fword, this arme.atidniybeftfpirits,. ' 

Is bent to prouc vpon thybeartjWbcreto l fpeakcthou-lycl 
Bafi. In wifedomel Ihould aske thy name, 

B,ut fince thy outftdc lookes fo faire and warlike. 

And that thy being fomc fay of breeding breathes, 

Byrighcof&ig,htrho.o,A.Idifdaipeandfpurne, 
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With the hell hatedlyorc-tunCd thy heart, _ 

Which for they yet glance by, and fcarjely brmfc,! 

This fword of mine (hall gtuc them hiftancway. 

Where they lhall reft for eocr. Trumpets fpeakc, 

^/^.Sauehim,fauehim. . . r, 

Cw.This is meerc praaifcGloftcr,by the law of Armes 
Thou ar-t not bound to offer an vnknowne oppofite. 

Thou art not vanquiftit,but coufned and beguild. 

Alh.Stop your mouth Dame, or with this paper lhall I ttop 
it: thou worfe then any thing, teade thine ownc euUl. Nay, no 

tcarineLady.lperceiueyouknow’t." , « , . 

C7w?Say if I do, the lawes are mine not thine, who ftial araign 
me for it. 

>^/^.Monflcr,knowdI thou this paper ? : 

Con. A sk e me not what I know. CamrtU. 

^/^.Go after hcr,{lie’sdefpcrate,gouerne her. 

*2(iff,What youhaue charg’d me with, that haue 1 done. 

And more,much more, the time will bring it out. 

Tis paft,and fo ami: but whatact thou that haft this fortuncon 
me ? If thou beeft noblc,I do forgiue thee. 

£df. Let’s exchange charity, 

I am no lefle in blood then thou art f’dwwwa, 

If more, the more thouhaft wrongdme. 

My namcis Edgar y and thy fathers fonne, 

TheGods areiuft,andofourplcafantvcrtuc$ _ 

Make inftruments to feourge vs : the darkc and vinous place 

Where he thee got,coft him bis eyes, 

■£4/. Thou haft fpoken truth. 

The wheele is come full citcklcdyl am hecre. 

Alb. Methoughtthy very gate did prophefie 

A royall noblenefte, 1 rauft embrace thee, , r u 

Let forow fplit my heart ifl did euerhate thee or thy father. 
Edg, Worthy Prince 1 know W. 

Where haue you hidyour felfe ? 

How haue you knownc the miferies of your father-. 

£^.By nurfingthem my Lord, 

Lift a breefe tale, and when tis told, 

L a 
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O that my heart would butft.Thc bloody proclamation 
To cfcape that followed me fe ticere , 

(O our Hues fwectnelTc, that with thepaine 
Would hourcly dye, rather then dye at 
Taught me to fiiift into a mad-mans rags, 

To affumea femblancc thatvcry dogges difdain 
And in this habit met I my father with his bleedi: 

The precious ftoncs new loft'} Became his guide, 
led him, begd for him, fau’d him from difpaire. 

Ntucr (O Father) reueald my fclfe vnto him, 

Vntill fomc halfe houre paft when I was arm’d. 

Not ftire,though hoping of thb good fucceffc, 

I askt his blefliog, and from firft to laft 
Told him my pilgrimage: but his ftawd 
Alackc too weake the conftiift to fup 
Twixt two extremes of paffion,ioy and 
Burft fmilingly. 

5/i/?.This fpecch of yours 
And Ihall perchance do good.butfpeakeyou 
You looke as you had fomething more to fay. 

jilb.\h\\cxe be any more mote wofull.Kold 
For I am almoft rcadic to diffolue. 

Ai/^.This would hauefeem’d a pel 
As louc not forrow.but another to amplific 
Would make much more, and top extremitya 
VVhilft I was bigVn clamor, came there in a man. 
Who hauing fecne me in my worft eftate, 

Shund my abhord fociety: but then finding 
Who twas that fo indur’d, with his ftrong armes 
He faftened on my necke.and bellov d ouc 
As hee’d burft heauen, threw me on my father. 

And told the pittcoustaleofLe^r and hitn, 

That euer eate receiued, which in recounting 
His c-reefe grew puifant,and the firings of life ^ 
Began to crackc twice, then the trumpets found'’ 

An^ there 1 left him traunft. 

^/^.But who was this f 









The nifioryef King Leaf* 

Ek.Kent fir,thebanin4iK«r,wboin dlfguire* 

Followed his enemy king, and did him fcruice , 

Improper for a fl ^ 

w'ha*t kindeof heipe ? wbaj; twcanes that bloody knife f 

Geftt ’.lts hotjit fmokes.u came euen from the heart of 

>tf/^.Whoman?fpeake. , , 

^f«t.Your Lady fir.your Lady ; and her fifter 
Byherispoyfon’d; fiiehas confefi it. 

Bafi.l waftoncra(ficd to thetn b0th,all;threc 

Now marry in an inftant.', 

Alb.Vxo&ace their bodies be they aljue or dead : 

This iufticeoftheheauens that makes vs tremble, 

To.ch« not wi.h pity. 

Ed£.Ucxecome$Ke»t(it. - t- 
^/^.Otis he, thcitime w.illnotaBpiW 

The complement that very manners vrges. ^ 

Kent. I am come to bid my King and mafter aye good night. 

Is hcnotheerc> , j u » 

y^/^.Greatthings of vs forgot. Speake where* the 

king and wher’s CerdelU ? Seeft thou.tbis obic(ft Kent> 

ThebodysefGmeriU&BegM.ttreMoHgk 

JiTMr.Alacke, why thus. ' 

BafiStt Edmund was belou’dr tbc one the other poilond for 
Hiy fake,and after flew her felfe, 

./^/^.Euenfo.couer their faces. , , r - L tr 

Bafi.l pant for life : fome good I: nreane to do d«pight oj tny 
ownc nature. Quickly fend, bee bricfe.into the Gaftie for my 
Writ,tis on the life of Z><er,& on Cerdelia : nay, fend in time. 
w^/^.Run,run,Orun.’ fc 

Sdg.To who my Lord/who hath theomce ? 

Send thy token of repreeue. . . . l ' 

Bafi.WcW thought on, take my fword.giue it the Gaptauie. 

aft thee for thy life. . ^ 

Bufi.Uc hath commiflion from thy wife & me, to.hang Cw 
delta in the ptifon,andio lay the blame Vpon her owh>defp^^e» 



theHiffarjf ^ K^ffg Lear. 

»^/^.Tl'cGod$ defend her,beare him hence a while. 

Enter Learmth Q>r4tti* in hif armef , 
L# 4 r.How!e,howle,hoyvle,howlc : O you are men of ftoncs,^ 
Had 1 your tongues and eyes^I wotild vfe them fo. 

That heauent vault (hould cracke : O, (lie is gone for eucr, 

I kno w when one is dead, and when one hues, % 

Shces dead as earth s Lend me a looking-glaffe. 

If that her breath will mift and ftainc (he ftone,fhe then iiuei. 
JCexf.Is this the promift end i? 

iEd^.Or image of that horror? .Fall and cealc. 

£c 4 r.This feather ftirs, (he Hues, if it be fo, it is a chance that 
do’s redeemc all forrowes that euer I hane felt. 

Kews A my good mafter. ' 

X.f<sr. Prethee away. 

Ed^, Tis N6ble\Ke«f your friend, 

Lear,\ plague vpon you murdrous traitors' all, I might hauc 
faued her, now fliecs gone for- eue-r ■: CordeiiA^ CtrdeltAy (lay a li* 
tie. What ift thou fayft ? her voice was eucr foft, gentle & low, 
tn excellent thing in wonicn.I kild the flaue that was a hanging 

ihce. C 4 /».Tis true my Lords hee did. 

Ltar. Did I not fellow if I ha fccne the day, thai with my bi- 
ting Fauchioii I would hauc madothem skipr I am old now,an(l 
thefe famcoroffes fpoile me. Who are you Y Mine eyes are none 
o%beft, He tellyou ftraight. 

If Fortune bragd of two (he-loucd or hated. 

One of them we behold. 

Lear. htcx\oiyoM Kent i 

Ke»r.Thc fame your feruant ^TeJ^nwher is your feruat , 

Z,ei»r.Hees a good fellow, I can tell that. 

Heel ftrike and quickly too,hccs dead and rotten, 

jSTrws.No my good Lordjiam the very man. 
Z-#4r.llefeethatftraight. • 

Kews.That from your life of difference and decay, ^ 

Haue followed your -fad fteps, 

Z.e4r.You3rewelcomchctber. j 

Xwr.Nor no man clfe ; All's chcerclcfTe, darke, and deadly, 
Your eldeft daughters hanc fore-doom d thcmlelues, 
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rhe Jfipry of Ktng Lear. 

A .1 dffocrarely arc dead. tear. So I thinke too. 

■ knowes not what he fees, and vaine it is 

= to.a..ndNobI. frtod., 
v„„„„arioKn,, *h«co,»fott,btbUd««m.ycom..ft^ 
applied : for vs we will refigne during the htc of this old maieHy 
to him our abfolutc power . you to your rights with boote, and 
fuch addition as your honors haue more then merited, al foends 
(hall tafte the wages of their vercue,and allfocs the cup of their 

**'^Ar.^And rliy p^oc^ foolc is hangd : no,noKfe, why Md 
a dog a horfc,a rat hauc life, and thou no breath at all i O thou 
wilt come no morc,ncuer,ncHcr,ncuer : pray vndo this button 
thankeyoufir,0,o,o,o,o. 

Edt, He faints, my Lord,my Lord. 

Lean Breake heart, I pr-ethe btcake, 

Edei Lookc vp my Lord. 

iCfMr.'Vexuothisghoft.Olethinipairc, 

he hates him much,that would vpon the wracke 
Ofthis tough world firetch him out longer. 
ft/f.-O he is gone indeed. . . ,ri 

Xe«r:T.hc.Wonder is,hehath endured folong, 

//c but vfurpt his life. . r \.rtr 

Z)«ik.' Bcare them ft om hence, our prefent bufincHC- 

Is to eencrall woe t friends ofmy foule,you twainc 
Rule in this kingdomc, and the good ftate fulUme. 

Kent: 1 hauc a tourney fir, Ibortly to go, 

Mymaftcrcals,andlmuftnotfayno. 

Duke The waight ofthis fad time we muft obay, 

Speake what we feele,not what we ought to fay ; 

The oldeft haue borne moft,we that are yong. 

Shall iKuer fee fo much,nor Hue fo Ion g. 



